



Iraq says 13,000 Iranian guards ki lled 


reported more than 13,000 Iranian 
TrMri iS? 1 “ a wolf' war bank near the southern 

WSte^tsSSSOKfiSE: 

¥*?*• Lz ** radOTlSday that Iran had 
£555 *n»i»onged offensive wrst and south of the Fob Lake, an 
Iraq* defenove hue some 10 kilometres from Basra and bad to 

‘JJJi?” cKte ^“sWcotial Guard launched counter- 

artadK ooSaturday and were reported to have driven the Iranians back. 
1 ne mili tary source said seven Iranian warplanes, one h^ljropirr gnTwfrip 
aMt^recomiaissance planes woe shot down. Iraq hasoracukd thelra 
pi one je t The source also said Iraqi forces destroyed 50 Iranian mnW. 
P*U10re q5 or yehiaes and Other Wgr matprwal Iran f)n Thrir gHny I»mwlwl ■ 
seoraid attack on the central sector northeast of Baghdad. Iraq said it 
poshed the Iranians bade, killing and woontfing lj» men. 
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Businessmen end Cairo talks 

CAIRO (Petra) — TTje Jordanian and Egjptun Busmcssmen Council on 
Monday called on all executive bodies m both countries, investors and 
businesmen io set up joint Jordanian-Egyptian investment projects and 
to remove all obstacles facing the establishment of such projects. 
Concluding a two-day meeting here, the council called for exchange of 
information and statistics on commercial and economic situation in both 
countries. It recommended that a joint Jordanian-Egyptian contracting 
company be set up. It also called for setting up specialised companies from 
the private sector to enhance commercial cooperation between the two 
countries. In the field of transport, the Egyptian government has 
honoured a recommendation whereby all Jordanian vehicles entering 
Egypt, wiD be supplied by Egyptian plates in addition to their Jordanian 
plates. 
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Justice ministers 
postpone debate on 
Q j a civil status law 

.AMMAN (Petra) — Arab justice 
ministers on Monday continued a 
:■■» - debate of draft laws referred to 

■ ' 3 1 mem and decided to postpone 

- ^>1 discussion of a draft civil status 

law to the next season of the 
Conned of Arab Justice Minis- 
tons- The general inspector of the 
‘ ,^51 t*. Ministry of. Justice and the con- 
r 1 ‘risjjj' ference’s spokesman, .Majed 
Ghumna, said that the council’s 
f. ■ j*a ^ general secretary, Mohammad 
Miko, reviewed activities of the 
“ '£ council’s general secretariat dur- 

■ mg Monday’s morning session. 
He also reviewed studies on dvQ 
and criminal courts legislation tnL 
the Arab World and technologies " 
analysis and classification andin- 
dexing of legislation in force in " 

" Arab countries. 

> ^ Sfar receives 
Hassan 

TUNIS (Petra) — Tunisian Prime 
:• . Munster Rachid Sfar Monday re- 

^ ceived Minister of Labour and 
Social Development Khaled Al 
Haj Hassan for discussions on I 
\ bilateral relations and mean% of | 

’-'.“■■‘f 53 enhancing diem in the interests of 
7 ' both countries. The meeting was 

' ■> h attended by the Tunisian mister 
•’ of social affairs and Jordan's 
- :£ ~c Ambassador to Tunisia Talal A1 
Hassan. Mr. Haj Hassan is in 
£ Turns to chair the executive 
bureau of die Arab Social Affairs 
. t££Q 5 Ministers’ Council which opens 
today. 

^ Panel on 

unemployment 
V. z; finalises finding s 

AMMAN (Petra) — A. mimste- 
' rial c ommitte e entrusted with re- 
medying unemployment in Jor- 
- • ^ dan Monday held its final meet- 
S' ’ :!r " ing under the chairmanship of 
Deputy Prime Minister Abdul 
: l _“" Wahhab A1 Majali and reviewed - 
: recommendations made by the 

V-f,- committee in preparation for sub- 
• - mining them to the Cabinet for 
endorsement. 

i asYlen Assad to visit Moscow 


Israeli troops kill Birzeit 

student and injure 7 others 

University ordered closed for 4 months 
Over 100 Palestinians held without trial 


Arab Council for Child Development 
ends meeting after electing officials 


RAMALLAH, occupied West Bank (Agen- 
cies) — Israeli troops shot dead a Palestinian 
student and wounded seven other demon- 
strators on Monday, in a dash at Birzeit 
University in the occupied West Bank, a 
university official said. 
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MOSCX)W (R)* — Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad will visit the 
Soviet -Union late^ this' month, 
the Soviet news agency -TASS 
said Monday. It said Mr. Assad 
would arrive in. the second half of 
April but gave no further details. 
Mr. Assad’s last official visit to 
Moscow was in June 1985. 

Egypt holds second 
round of elections 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Runoff 
elections were held on Monday to 
elect nine independents to 
Egypt’s new- parliament, which 
like the last one is dominated by 
President Hosni Mubarak’s gov- 
erning party. In each of the nine 
constituencies, the contest was 
between the two candidates who 
won the largest number of votes 
in the first round last Monday but 
fell short of the minimum 20 per 
cent of the vote required by law. 

Pakistani jurist dies 

LAHORE (R) — A top Pakistani 
jurist and human rights campaig- 
ner, Mahmud Ah Kasuri, who 
served as law minister under ex- 
ecuted former Prime Minister 
Znlfikar Ali Bhutto, .died Mon- 
day aged 76 after a long Alness, 
his family said. Mr. Kasuri was 
best known as a lawyer who (fid 
not charge a fee for defending 
political prisoners-. 
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The Israeli army ordered the 
closure of .the Palestinian uni- 
versity for four months. 

Students said the incident, the 
worst at Birzeit since two people 
were shot dead in a similar clash 
four months ago, was sparked by 
Jewish West Bank settlers who 
went to die campus following 
tension in the area. 

Univers i ty officials said die 
army arrested about 20 students. 
“The old campus, where the 
shooting occurred, is still tense 
and the military are mnw imriing 
the campus. Two hundred stu- 
dents are besieged inside,” the 
university official said. 

Palestinians identified the dead 
student as Mnssa Hanafi, 23, 
from Rafah in the occupied Gaza 
Strip. 

• An army sergeant turned back 
journalists and area residents 


trying to reach the campus at a 
military roadblock three 
kilometres from the umveisity. 

The Palestine Press Service, 
which monitors events in the 
occupied territories, said the 
dash started when soldiers sur- 
rounded the university, prevent- 
ing s tudents fro m entering and 
leaving. Students began throwing 
stones at the soldiers and the 
soldiers forced its way onto 
campus. 

Bnzeit has about 3,000 stu- 
dents and is funded by Arab 
countries arid private donors. 

Birzeit. 30 kilometres north of 
Jerusalem, was placed under 
military curfew. Reporters per- 
mitted into the . town several 
hours after the confrontation saw 
rocks littering the streets, 
smouldering garfmgg and partial-, 
ly burned tires. . * *• 


Merchants in neighbouring 
Ramallah shuttered their stores 
to show sympathy for the students 
and to avoid dashes with the 
Israeli army, which was patrolling 
the town north of Jerusalem in 
force. 

The incident came hours after 
the Israeli army announced it had 
detained nine Palestinians over- 
night, including an alleged lead- 
ing supporter of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), in 
response to anti-Israel resistance 
activities. 

They induded Faisal Hnsseini 
of Arab Jerusalem, viewed by 
man y Israelis as an unofficial 
spokesman for the PLO, and 
Ma'moun Sayyed of Ramallah, a 
former editor of the daily A1 Fajr. 

Their detentions brought to ab- 
out 50 the number of Palestinians 
being held under “administra- 
tive” procedures for holding per- 
sons viewed as security risks for 
up to six months without trial. 

Recent - anti-Israeli protests 
have pressed for improved living 
conditions for Arab prisoners in 
Israeli jails and Jewish settlers say 
they have warned authorities of 
increasing Arab petrol bomb 
attacks and stone- throwing.. 


A Jewish woman was killed in a 
petrol bomb attack on Saturday 
and her husband and two children 
were critically wounded when 
their car passed near the West 
Bank town of Kalkilya. 

The attack sparked riots by 
Jewish West Bank settlers who 
rampaged through the West Bank 
and set fire to Arab cars and 
orchards in Kalkilya. 

The Israeli army reported 
dozens of arrests but would not 
give a total figure. Israel army 
radio reported 30 Arabs detained, 
but the Palestine Press Service 
said the number exceeded 100. 

Tbe army stepped up its pre- 
sence in West Bank and that four 
Palestinian vocational schools 
had been closed to prevent stu- 
dents from gathering, the daily 
Yediot Ahronot reported. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir was quoted as saying in an 
interview with Yediot Ahronot 
that Saturday’s attack would not 
stop Jewish settlement in the 
‘occupied territories. 

“This (attack) obliges us to step 
up the war- against (resistance), 
and guarantee the roads for Jew- 
ish settlement,” he said. 


hultz and Shevardnadze hold Tindemans 
extended talks on missile deal arrives 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — U;S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
and Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze, on the 
first day of a new round of aims 
.talks, on Monday arranged an 
unscheduled session likely to last . 
late into the night. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman told reporters - 
the third meeting of the day was 
to begin at 830 p.m. But he 
added: “I would not read anything 
positive into that.” 

. Redman spoke to reporters at 
the gates of the U.S. ambassa- 
dor’s residence, where Mr. Shnltz 
was attending dinner. 

Earlier, Mr. Shultz and Mr. 
Shevardnadze had two- sessions of 
talks and hindt together. Their, 
discussions centred on a possible 
medium-range missile accord that 
would be fee first superpower 
arms deal in nearly a decade. 

The two men, accompanied by 
senior aides and arms control 
experts, met at an elegant 19th 
century mansion in central Mos- 

Shultz said 
to ha\^e been 
briefed on 
Peres-Soviet 
meetings 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
sent a senior aide to Helsinki to 
brief U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz on Mr. Peres’ 
meetings with Soviet officials in 
Rome last week, Israeli officials 
said Monday. 

- The aide, Yossi Beilin, met Mr. 
Shultz’s aides -in Helsinki on 
Monday before the U.S. secret- 
ary of state flew on to Moscow for 
faTfcs on arms controL 
. Mr. Peres held talks with two 
Soviet officials on the prospects 
of Soviet participation in an inter- 
national co nfe re n ce '• on Middle 
East peace and of increased 
Soviet Jewish emigration to 
Israel 

Mr.' Peres has mged Moscow to 
renew hs ties wife Israel, severed 
d i n i n g the 1967 Middle East war, 
and ease restriction on Jewish 
e m i g r a tion if it wants a role in 
the Middle East peace process. 

The Soviet ambassador to 
Kuwait has ruled oat the resump- 
tion of diplomatic relations be- 
tween Ms country and Israel, but 
predicted the number of Jewish 
emigrants would increase, a 
newspaper reported Monday. 


cow after Mr. Shnltz flew in from 
Hrfsmki in nrid-monriDg. 

The official Soviet news agency 
TASS said they were “consider- 
ing in a concrete ' way prospects 
for working out mi agreement-! 
on removing medium-range nuc- 
lear from Europe.” 

Mr. Shultz's three days of talks 
in Moscow opened in the shadow 
of a row between Moscow and 
Washington over an alleged 
Soviet attempt to plant “bugs • in 
tbe U.S. - embassy in Moscow 
after corrupting ' American 
Marines guarding the frmkfing. 

The secretary of state was ex- 
pected to protest over the alleged 
spying. Soviet officials have so for 
scoffed at the charges, saying 
, U.S. agencies also spy on Soviet 
dnrtomatic missions: 

Despite the AJ-feefing caused 
by tiie dispute, -both sides have 
said they are closer than ever 
before to an agreement that 
would efimmate Soviet SS-20 and 
U.S. cruise and Perahing-2 mis* 
sSes based in Europe. 


Prospects for clinching a -deal 
. improved at tbe end of February 
. when the Kremlin dropped its 
. demand that any agreement must 
depend on resolving .the dead- 
locked dispute over ■ the U.S. 
“Star Wars” programme. . 

Since then , the West has raised 
tiie issue of Soviet superiority in 
. short-range missiles, but last 
‘ week Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev offered to ; start parallel 
talks on this class of ro&ets as' 
well. 

If a medium-range agreement- 
were signed, it would be the first 
superpower arms accord since the 
1979 SALT-II accord on strategic 
weapons. U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan w i t h dr e w last November 
from that treaty, which was never 
ratified. 

Mr. Shultz says he is ready to 
discuss a unde range of other 
disarmament i ssues in Moscow 
and has brought a large team of 
experts. Soviet officials say they 
are also ready for “constructive 
talks” on all arms problems. 


today 


Egypt unlikely to intervene 
in Gulf — Abu Ghazala 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
Egyptian Defence Minister Held 
Marshal Mohammad Abdul 
Halim Abu Ghazala said in re- 
marks published on Monday he 
did not think Egypt would inter- 
vene in the Gnlras a result of the 
Iran-Iraq war. 

Asked if Egypt would inter- 
vene if Iran gamed the upper 
hand in the 64^-year-old conflict. 
Field Marshal Abu Ghazala told 
the United ' Arab Emirates 
(UAE) daily A1 Ittihad: “No 
state can ask another to help it or 
intervene without the completion . 
of necessary studies. 

“This has not happened in the 
‘Gulf and I do not think ft.wifl 
happen, 'especially since Egypif 
has always said it will not inter- 
vene in tiie affairs of any other 
state.” 

But he repeated earfier Egyp- 
tian statements that the security 
of Egypt was inseparable from 
thatofmc Gull Egypt backs Iraq 
' and has close ties with Golf Arab 
states despite tire absence of di- 
plomatic relations, broken after 
the 1979 Egyptian-Israeli treaty. 

“We are Spiking of sovereign 
; crt imtrics which *have 

strategic decisions and have tiie 
first and last right to specify tbe 
form, type ami timing of any 
action or cooperation, . Marsbaj* 
Abo Ghazala- said. 

Hie also saw no quick end to the 
war.' ' 

On recent fighting between IJ? 
byan and Chadian ’ forces in> 


northern Chad, Marshal Abu 
Ghazala said Libya sought to 
distract Arab countries from find- 
ing a solution to the Gulf war. 

“If we study tbe timing and 
escalation of Libyan military op- 
erations in Chad we find that it 
seemed to open a second front for 
the Arabs... as Gulf and Arab 
countries began to open channels 
for dialogue to discuss the de- 
terioration of the situation in the 
Gulf, suddenly we find half the 
Arab countries are busy with 
what Libya is doing in Chad,” Ire 
said. 

Marshal Abu Ghazala said 
Egyptian' forces stationed in' the 
Sinai Desert were sufficient to 
defend Sinai and Egypt despite'- 
overall cuts in the armed forces' 
since the treaty with Israel, the , 
forces were now stressing effi- 
ciency rather than numbers, he - 
said. 

Id another report, Al Ittihad 
said Monday Iraq had recently 
received new Egyptian-made' 
arms, including tanks, attack hell- '• 
copters and missiles. 

The shipment included 12 
Tncano trainer aircraft, 10 Gazet- 
te light 'attack helicopters, Haw- 
keyc anti-aircraft missiles, S55 
tanks, field guns and ar m o u r ed 
cars, the paper said, 

. It -gave no sooite for the re- 
port. 

Egypt has said it was selling, 
aims to Iraq bet has not d isdosed 
details. 


AMMAN (J.T) — Belgan Fore- 
ign Minister Leo Tindemans 
starts an official two-day riot to 
Jordan on Tuesday. During- the 
visit, Mr. Tindemans will hold 
talks' with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan; tire- Re- 
gent, and senior government offi- 
cials. • 

Mr. Tindemans,- president of ■ 
the European Commuity (EQ- 
Council of Ministers, will- also 
meet with his Jordanian counter- ■ 
part Taber Al Masri to discuss tbe 
situation in the Middle East re- 
gion and current effo r ts for bold- 
ing an international peace confer- • 
ence as well as Jordaxuan^Belgian 
cooperation. 

Mr. Tindemans will also visit 
archaeological and tourist sites in 
the Kingdom and win hold a press 
conference on Thursday shortly 
before Ms departure from 
i Amman. 

i Reports from Brussels said Mr. 
Tindemans’ visit, which will also 
take him to Egypt and Saudi 
1 Arabia, was aimed at promoting 
recent EC call for an internation- 
al conference on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

The visit comes amid a flurry of 
diplomatic activity aimed at brea- 
thing new life into Mideast peace 
efforts and follows a trip last 
week by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein to Belgium, The Netherlands 
and Britain to discuss the issue. 

Mr. Tindemans, whose country 
currently bolds the ECs rotating 
presidency, will visit Israel next 
month, but as yet has no plans to 
visit Syria. 

Community governments im- 
posed largely symbolic sanctions 
against Syria last November at 
Britain’s request over alleged 
Syrian involvement in a plot to ' 
blow up an Israeli airliner in. 
London. 

Britain, particularly,;, is 
opposed to closet EC-Syria links,, 
although Mr. Tindemans has in- 
dicated that be will have to visit 
. Damascus if the conference in- 
itiative i$ to become reality:. 

Mr. Tmdemans’s. trip follows* 
what he sees as ah .unexpectedly 
positive response from -the- 12- 
nation EC last February to the 
relaunch of tiie idea of an interna- 
tional conference held under Un? 
ited Nations anspeperf. 

.Mr. lindemaib, who previous- 
• ly smd he would not visit the 
region unless sore of progress, 
says recent. developments -have 
left Mm optimistic, although- he 
has stressed that formidable 
obstacles still ramain before such 
‘a conference can hie convened. 


By Natfwa Najjar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prince Talal Ibn 
Abdul Aziz, president of the 
Arab Gulf Programme for the 
United Nations Development 
Organisation (AGFUND). was 
elected president and Egyptian 
Hist Lady Suzanne Mubarak was 
elected vice-president on Monday 
of the newhr-establisheq Arab 
Council for Child Development. 

Tbe council, which was laun- 
ched on Sunday with its first 
meeting here, concluded hs ses- 
sions on Monday after discussing 
issues related to tbe establish- 
ment and functioning of the coun- 
cil in addition to reviewing va- 
rious programmes on child 
health, education, culture, family 
and community development, re- 
sources and public information. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, and 
Prince Talal co-chaired tbe first 
meeting of the council on Sunday 
and called on Arab governments 
to mobilise their resources and 
work towards securing a bright 
future for their chfldren. 

Prince Hassan was unanimous- 
ly elected honorary president of 
the council. 

During Monday’s meeting, 
participants, who induded Arab 
government offidals, poets, wri- 
ters, social workers, intellectuals, 
politicians and U.N. offidals, 
elected a 25-member board of 
trustees beaded by Prince Talal. , 
Id addition to Mrs. Mubarak who 
was named vice-president, the 
board indudes Mr. ‘Abdul Rah- 
man Swareddahab, head of ‘the 
now dissolved military council of 
•Sudan, Mrs. Sara Al Mahdi, wife 
of Sudanese Prime Minister 
Sadeq Al Mahdi, Mrs. In ‘am 
Mufti of Jordan, Mr. Samir 
Siihan, Dr. Faoud Ismael and 
Mr. Mahmoud Al Jjaber from 
Egypt, Mr. YaSsir Al Mafih'from 
Syria, Mr. Nidal Ashqgr from 
Lebanon; Mr. . Rashid Al Idris 
from Tunis, Mr. Nassir Ai .Nuis 



Her Majesty Queen Noor, Egyptian First Lady Suzanne Mubarak (to 
tbe Queen’s right), Mrs. Sara Al Mahdi (right), wife of tbe Sudanese 
prime minister. Her Highness Princess Wydan Ali (to the Queen’s 
left) and Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ibn Zaid attend the dosing 
session of tiie constituent assembly of the Arab Council for Child 
Development on Monday (Petra photo) 


from tbe United Arab Emirates, 
Ms. Huda Al Ghazali from 
•Oman. Dr. Farouq Al Saloum 
from Iraq, Dr. Hassan Ibrahim, 
Mr. Abdullah Yousef Al 
Ghanem and Dr. Suad Al Sabah 
from Kuwait, Dr. Ah Omlii and 
Ms. Fatemah Al Halabi from 
Morocco, Mr. Abdul Aziz A) 
DakhQ and Mr. Mohammad Al 
Tayeb from Saudi Arabia and 
Mr. Ahmad Ould Sikka from 
Mauritania. 

The board members were 
chosen on the basis of their re- 
spective country's size and 
population. The maximum num- 
ber of representatives per country . 
was set at three. 

The board of trustees held its 
first meeting on Monday and 
elected Dr. Dakhil as rapporteur 
and Dr. Sadeddin Ibrahim- as 
acting secretary. It also elected an 
executive committee with Prince 
Talal as ' chief executive, Mrs. 1 
Mubarak as deputy chief execu- 
tive and Dr. Sabah, Dr. Dakhil, 
Dr. -Hassan Ib rahim and Sheikh 
Isa Ibn Khalifa as members,' and 
Dr. Sadeddin Ibrahim as acting 
secretary. 

Prince Talal said after the 
zneeting that tbe executive com- 
mittee would, meet in Riyadh 
within two months and the board 


reconciliation talks 


Fran 1- amis K. Andoni 
' in Algiers 

FORTHE first time in frmr years, 
leaders' of most of the Palestinian 
factions met at the opening ses- 
sion of a national Palestinian 
dialogue which started here on 
Monday. ' . 

The meeting, which was inau- 
gurated by PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat and Algerian number 
two Sharif Mossaedieh, was 
attended by Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
leader George Habasb, the 
Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion ot Palestine (DFLP) leader 
Nayu. Hawatmeh, Abdul Rahim 
Ahmad of the Arab Liberation 
Front (ALF), Talaat Yacoub and 
Mohammad Abbas of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Front (PLF), 
Suleiman Najjab of the Palesti- 
nian Communist Party (PCP) and 
Samir Gbosheh of tbe Popular 
Straggle Front (PSF). 

Tbe Algiers gathering, which 
was also attended by a big num- 
ber of independent Palestinian 
personalities who were invited 
here to join in the dialogue, was 
extremely emotional. As soon as 
Mr. Arafat started his speech, the 
general impression was that the 
lengthy and complicated dialogue 
which started over three years 
ago bad been crowned by success. 

But, despite the optimistic and 
friendly atmosphere, differences 
— .especially, between Fateh and 
the PFLP — still prevailed- not- 
withstanding the' feet that tbe 
long bonrs. of deliberations have 
succeeded in ironing oar the fun- 
damental controversial points, 
particularly after a meeting be- 
tween ' Mr. Arafat and Dr. 
Habash oh Sunday and*, which 
lasted until 3 a.m. Monday morn- 
ing, according to informed 
sources. 

following the opening session 
of Monday’s meeting, Dr. 
Habasb told tiie Jordan- Tunes 
that Mr. Arafat had told him that 
tiie Fateh Central Committee and 
thq Fateh Revolutionary Council 
had agreed to abrogate tiie Feb.. 
11, 1985 Jordan-PLO accord. He 
said that Mr. Arafat promised to ' 
convene the PLO Executive 
Committee before tiie Palestine 


National Council (PNC) meets on 
. April 20 and to officially 
. announce the abrogation of the 
agreement. 

“Thus we (the PFLP) have 
decided to officially join the dia- 
logue to discuss other organisa- 
tional and political issues,” Dr. 
Habash said. 

But while Fateh, the DFLP and 
other factions expressed a strong 
opinion that the start of the dia- 
logue on Monday signalled the 
success of tbe reconciliation 
efforts and the convening of the 
PNC, the PFLP has not decided 
yet to attend. Dr. Habash told 
the Jordan Times that the PFLP’s 
participation hinges on Fateh’s 
agreement to sever all contacts 
with Cairo. “It is an extremely 
sensitive issue, and unless there 
was an agreement to that effect 
we cannot attend,” he said. 

But DFLP leader Hawatmeh 
said he did not believe that the 
controversy over the PLO’s rela- 
tions with Cairo “constituted an 
obstacle in the face of the conven- 
ing of the PNC.” DFLP sources 
told the Jordan Times that 
although the faction was opposed 
to official relations with Cairo “as 
long as Egypt remains committed 
to the Camp David agreement,” 
it would seek a resolution which 1 
could dearly define offidal con- j 
tacts with Cairo. Talking to the 
Jordan Times, Mr. Hawatmeh 
said he was sure that the PNC 
would be held and it would elect a 
new leadership for. the PLO. 
Asked about resolutions ex- 
pected to come from the PNC, 
Mr. Hawatmeh said: “Resolu- 
tions will be flexile enough to 
allow the PLO leadership to 
. move on the international and 
* Arab scenes but they shall be firm 
in their adherence to the fun- 
damental rights of the Palestinian 
people and principles of the 
PLO.” He did not elaborate but 
well-informed sources' said, the 
, PNC was expected to endorse the 
call for the convening of an inter- 
national conference but With an 
emphasis on: a separate indepen-) 

’ dent PLO delegation and fee 
right of the Palestinian people to 
self-determination and to estab- 
lish an independent Palestinian 

(Coofhmd oa page 3) 


of trustees would meet in Cairo in 
October. Tbe council will start 
issuing leaflets and producing 
magazines in a move to educate 
Arab children, he said. A com- 
plete administrative apparatus for 
the council will be set up in Cairo, 
where the council will be head- 
quartered, Prince Talal said. 

Attending the closing session 
of the council were Her Majesty 
Queen Noor and Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak’s political 
adviser Dr. Osama Al Baz. In a 
short speech at the session, Mrs. 
Mubarak thanked Crown Prince 
Hassan for his efforts behind set- 
ting up the council and the parti- 
cipants for choosing Cairo as the 
council’s headquarters. 

Later Monday. Mrs. Mubarak 
left for home. Queen Noor was at 
fee airport to bid farewell to the 
Egyptian first lady. Also leaving 
with Mrs. Mubarak was Dr. Baz. 

Prince Talal also left Amman 
Monday. In a departure state- 
ment. he said Prince Hassan's 
acceptance of the council’s hon- 
orary presidency would give the 
council a major boost and fell 
support to perform its duties and 
responsibilities. He also express- 
ed thanks and appreciation for 
Prince Hassan for accepting the 
pan-Arab task. 

Jordanian 

and Syrian 

interior 

ministers 

discuss 

cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Syria began talks here Monday 
on scopes of bilateral cooperation 
and relations between the interior 
ministries of the two countries. 
The two sides also discussed 
means of facilitating transport 
and travel procedures at their 
border points. 

Tbe talks were held at the 
Interior Ministry under the chair- 
manship of Interior Minister Ra- 
jai Al Dajani and his Syrian 
counterpart Mohammad Ghab- 
bash, who arrived here Monday 
on a three-day official visit to 
Jordan. Mr. Dajani welcomed 
the Syrian minister and an offidal 
delegation accompanying him 
and said that bilateral talks and 
meetings were within the 
framework of cooperation be- 
tween the two countries and were 
the manifestation of the brotherly 
ties and cooperation linking the 
two countries under the direc- 
tives of His Majesty King Hussein 
and Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad. 

Mr. Gbabbash also said that 
talks and meetings came as part 
of the two countries’ efforts and 
endeavours to support relations 
in various fields. 

Monday's meeting was 
attended on tbe Jordanian side by 
senior Interior Ministry and Pub- 
lic Security Department (PSD) 
offidals. On the Syrian side the 
meeting was attended by the de- 
legation accompanying Mr. 
Gbabbash. 

■ In, an arrival statement, Mr. 
Gbabbash said his visit to Jordan 
comes in response to an invitation 
extended to him by Mr. Dajani 
He added feat his talks wife 
.Jordanian officials will focus on 
issues of interest to Syrian and 
Jordanian citizens. 

Later on Monday. Deputy 
Prime Minister Abdul Wahab Al 
Majali met with Mr. Gbabbash 
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Home-Middle East news 


Kuwait to charter Soviet ships 
in move to protect oil shipments 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has agreed to charter 
tankers from the Soviet Union in a move to protect 
its oil exports through die war-torn Gulf, diplomatic 
sources said Monday. 


They said the agreement fol- 
lowed months of talks with Mos- 
cow and Washington on ways to 
secure its oil lifeline after Iran 
started to attack Kuwaiti-con- 
nected vessels in retaliation for 
Kuwait's backing for Tehran's 
war enemy Iraq. 

Diplomats expect three Soviet 
tankers initially to reinforce other 
flags already supporting Kuwait's 
22-tanker fleet. They knew of no 
deal for Moscow to provide a 
naval escort for its own vessels, 
but “the idea of protection is 
implicit," one commented. 

The diplomats said Soviet car- 
go ships bound for Kuwait in the 
past to unload arms and material 
for road delivery to Iraq were 
known to have sailed under 
escort. 

The Soviet Union, Britain and 
France each usually keep two to 
three warships in or near the 
Gulf. 


The United States was ex- 
pected to increase the size of its 
permanent combat flotilla in the 
Gulf to eight vessels from the 
current six destroyers and fri- 
gates, diplomats said. 

Washington was prepared to 
provide a naval escort for Kuwaiti 
tankers in the Gulf but U.S. 
officials said the offer had been 
turned down, at least for the time 
being. 

Of 19 attacks blamed by Gulf 
shipping sources on Iran since 
mid-September, IS were on ves- 
sels trading with Kuwait. 

In addition to Kuwaiti tankers, 
victims included British Panama- 
nian and Liberian flag tankers on 
charter to Kuwait, and French 
and Japanese vessels carrying oil 
for easterners. 

Nearly 300 ships have been hit in 
the Gulf since the war started in 
September 1980. The “tanker 
war” broke out three years ago as 


Carter confident Syria 
can help curb attacks 


NEW YORK (R) — Syria, seek- 
ing to play a more prominent role 
in Middle East diplomacy, can be 
counted upon to curb attacks by 
Palestinians and Iranians under 
its control, former President Jim- 
my Carter said in article pub- 
lished in Time magazine. 

“With the eyes of the world 
focused on Syria, it seems possi- 
ble that a tight rein will be kept 
on those Palestinians and Ira- 
nians in the country who might 
desire to commit acts of terrorism 
in the near future,” wrote Mr. 
Carter, who recently toured the 
Middle East. 

Mr. Carter also said that Syrian 
President Hafez Assad autho- 
rised him to say Mr. Assad sup- 
ports die concept of an interna- 
tional conference on peace in the 
Middle East. 

Such a conference has backing 
from many Arab states, the 
Soviet Union and Western 
Europe, with the United Stares 
apparently in flux and Israel 
opposed. 

Of Mr. Assad, Mr. Carter 
writes: “I found him to be ade- 
quately flexible concerning the 
format and possible procedures 
to be followed (in a conference). 


Iranian opposition reports 
capture of military post 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Ira- 
nian anti-government guerrillas 
said Monday they captured a 
government military post in the 
western Kermanshah province, 
killing 13 government troops. 


The People’s Mujahedeen said 
m a telex from its Baghdad office 
that the commander of the base 
in the town of Sar-E-Pol-E- 
Zahab was among those killed in 
Friday's attack. 
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Iraq sought to cut Iran's ofl ex- 
ports bringing Tehran the bard 
currency to finance its war 
machine. 

Diplomats said talks with 
Washington and Moscow had 
also covered the possibility of 
registering Kuwaiti vessels under 
American and Soviet flags, and 
manning them with crews from 
those countries. 

‘This might still be an option 
with the Soviet Union, they said. 

But such an arrangement with 
the United States, or other West- 
ern countries mentioned by U.S. 
officials such as Britain, was 
fraught with legal and other prob- 
lems. 

“While the Soviet government 
can guarantee that their ships will 
sail ... the American government 
cannot make any commitment on 
behalf of their private shipowners 
and trade unions," one diplomat 
said. 

In the case of American reg- 
istration for Kuwaiti vessels, be 
added, “they will probably have 
to pay tax (and) respect Amer- 
ican trade union legislation and 
all kinds of things which people 


usually put their ships under fore- 
ign fla g s to avoid under their own 
national legislation.’ 1 

Coastguard and insurance reg- 
ulations were among potential 
obstacles named. 

Diplomats said, moreover, the 
idea of registering Kuwaiti vessels 
under U.S. or Soviet flags had 
lost a strategic attraction — secre- 
cy — since U.S. officials had gone 
public with the idea. 

Tran's U.N. representative, 
Said Rajaie Khorassani, said last 
Friday the United States should 
not lend its flag to other shipping 
in the Gulf as this would not 
prevent Iran from stopping ves- 
sels it felt were serving Iraq. 

Diplomats said they expected 
the chartered Soviet tankers to 
sail between Kuwait and Kbor 
Fakkan on the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) coast a short way 
ontside the Strait of Hormuz at 
the mouth of the Gulf. 

Soon after the start of the 
tanker war, Kuwait set up a 
transhipment terminal there, fed 
by shuttle ships piyingthe Gulf to 
feed cargoes to vessels wary of 
running the gauntlet of attack in 
the waterway. 


Shamir reiterates opposition 
to international conference 


This was quite a change from Mr. 
Assad's attitude during my pre* 
vious discussions with him.” 

Mr. Carter said that he had 
found Israeli leaders to be in 
disarray on the issue during his 
visit there. 

"Israeli government officials . 
are sharply divided over die con- 
cept of an international peace 
conference," Mr. Carter writes. 

“Labour Party leaders ... have 
endorsed the idea, but Likud 
leaders have so far rejected the 
proposals and Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir has recently re- 
newed his commitment not to 
withdraw from any portion of the 
occupied territories. 

“It may be necessary ultimately 
for the Israeli public to resolve 
these differences through early 
national elections.” 

Mr. Carter also said be found 
Jordan had been hurt by reduc- 
tions in U.S. aid. 

Jordan “has been wounded by 
deep cuts in badly needed econo- 
mic aid from Washington and by 
the refusal of the U.S. Congress 
to approve justifiable mflitary re- 
quests for the defence of Jorda- 
nian territory,” be said. 


NEW YORK (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
said in an interview that had he 
known about it, he would have 
terminated spying by American 
Jonathan Pollard on Israel’s be- 
half. 

Shamir, in an interview with 
Time magazine, also reiterated 
his opposition to an international 
Middle East peace conference, an 
idea which has gained backing 
from Foreign Minis ter Shimon 
Peres. 

Peres, leader of Israel’s Labour 
Party, and Shamir, head of the 
Likud Bloc, agreed to a power- 
sharing arrangement for the top 
spot w Israel’s parliamentary 
government. 


Concerning Pollard, whose 
conviction for spying has strained 
U.S. -Israeli relations, Shamir 
said: “I would have stopped it 
immediately. It’s a pity that I 
didn’t know how to. That’s the 
whole problem. It should have 
been stopped immediately.” 

He told lime that an interna- 
tional conference, which has 
backing from the Soviet Union 
and many Western European 
countries, is not the best way to 
bring peace to the Middle East. 

“La my opinion, it will not 
serve the cause of peace,” he 
said. “We believe we can only get 
peace by talks between the par- 
ties. An international conference 
will make things worse.” 


Former army chief of staff 
‘wiretapped Begin’s phone’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli 
newspaper said Monday that far- 
mer Chief of Staff Rafael Eytan, 
now a legislator, wiretapped the 
telephones of then-premier 
Menachem Begin and three army 
generals. 

Gen. Eytan, of the ultra-right 
wing Tehiya Party, led the Israeli 
army into Lebanon in June 1982 
and was chief of staff between 
1978-1983. 

The daily Davar newspaper, 
which is aligned with Foreign 
Minister Shimon ' Peres’ Labour 
Party, said Gen. Eytan ordered 
communications officers to listen 
in on the conversations from the 
“basement of a luxury office 
building” during 1980-81. 

Begin „ who resigned from 
office in 1983, was both premier 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* Art exhibition by Jordanian artist 
Carol Yoonsi. at Alia Art Gallery runs 
through April 16. 

' An art exhibition by IINtammad 
Oailouqah. at the Spanish Cultural 
Centre, Amman (until 'April 18). 

* An an exhibition by Dutch artist 
Huge dc Rcede at (be Petra An 
Gallery. 

* Ceramics exhibition by Jim Mason at 
(he British Council (until April 16). 

* An art exhibition entitled Byzantines 
and Omayyads during the eariy begin- 
ning of Islam: Khirbct EsSamra and 0 
Fedein at the French Cultural Centre 
(until April 23) 

NEWS 


• The ABC News at 7*0 p.m. at the 
American Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .. Td. 661026/7 

American Gaure .- 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Counci] 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute .. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre .. 644203 

Spanish .Cultural Centre . 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Cliy 667181/6 

Y.W.CA .I. '.....641793 

Y.W.M.A : 664251 

Annum Municipal Library 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

“Chfldra’s Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, phis a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9*0 
. a.m. ■- 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6*0 
pjn. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 

tumes over 100 years oM. Also mosaics . 
from Madaba and Jerasfa (4th to 18th 
pmturics). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 


Jflrdn Archaeological Mama: Has 
an excellent coflection of (he anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa 
(Citadel HOI). Opening boon: 9.00 
ajn.-5.00 pjn. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 mm. to 4.00 p.m.). 
dosed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
coflection of paintings, ccnmici, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a coflection of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Mcrata- 
zah. Jabal Luweibdeh. Opening boms: 

10.00 ajn. - 130 p.m. and 3.00 p-m.- 

6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
630121 

Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorataUa dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


Lions Amman Chib. Meetings every 
Erst and thud Wednesday at the Holi- 
day Inn. 1:30 p.m. 

Lions FbfladdpUa Cbb. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 730 p.m. 

PfafluddpMu Rotary Chib- Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
130 p.m. 


CHURCHES 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. TeL 624590. 

Chord/ of (be Annunciation (Roman 

Catholic) -Jabal -Luweibdeh, Td. 
637440. . ' ' 

De la Salle Church (Rouen Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Td. 661757. 
Tcrrasanta Chan* (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luwdbdeh, mass in I talian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday. at 530 
pjn. Tel: 622366 

.Chordi of the Aanuadalkn (Creek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Td. 623541. 
AngBcan Church (Church of tibe Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 678906. 
Annariaa Catholic Chnrch Ashrafieh, 
Td. 771331. ■ 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 

Beh. TeL 775261. 

SL Ephraim C hurch (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Td. ’771751. 

Amman Intenudond Chnrch (Inter- 
deno min a ti onal): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. Tel. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Jabd 
Amman. 6th Grde, (Rev. N. Smjr), 

Td. 811295. 


and defence minister at the time. 

Gen. Eytan Was not available 
for oofnment because- he was 
“visiting friends” on 'tike eve of 
the seven-day Passover holiday, 
said a woman who answered ms 
home telephone and refused to 
elaborate. 

Begin’s spokesman Yebid 
Kadishat did not answer his tele- 
phone! The military spokesman's 
office said it planned no comment 
on the report. 

Among the generals whose 
phone was monitored was then- 
Chicf of Southern Command, 
Dan Shomron, the army’s newly 
appointed chief of staff, the news- 
paper said. 

The report did not say how 
many conversations were tapped, 
for how long or what was said. 


Mahdi 
accuses 
Moscow 
of backing 
rebels 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s 
Prime Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi 
was qnoted.Monday as saying the 
Soviet Union and Marxist-ruled 
Ethiopia were supporting rebels 
fighting government troops in 
south Sudan. 

.’ “As an historic fact, Ethiopia 
and the Soviet .Union have con- 
tinued to assist the (rebel) move- 
ment,” Mr. Mahdi said in an 
interview with the ■ English-lan- 
guage weekly Heritage. 

Sudan has accused Ethiopia of 
supporting rebels of the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) since fighting broke out 
in 1983, but Mr. Mahdi’s refer- 
ence to Moscow as another back- 
er was the first such charge by 
Khartoum since former President 
Jaafar Numeiri was toppled in a 
coup two years ago. 

Relations between Khartoum 
and Moscow have steadily im- 
proved since the overthrow of 
Numeiri. 

Mr. Mahdi, in office since May 
1986, visited the Soviet Union 
last year. 

Mr. Mahdi proposed to 
Ethiopia a week ago negotiations 
for a non-interference pact to be 
. followed by talks aimea at impro- 
ving bilateral relations. 

Ethiopian leader Mengistn 
Haile Mariam, however, told a 
news conference in Cairo Sunday 
that Addis Ababa’s relations with 
Khartoum were normal. 

Ethiopia accuses Sudan of aid- 
ing secessionist rebels in its 

government had communicated a 
peace initiative to Sudan People's 
Liberation Movement (SPLM) 
for ending the rebellion in the 
south through an unidentified 
third party. 

The SPLM is the political wing 
of Col. John Garang’s SPLA. 

Mr. Mahdi, who made the re- 
mark to. the official Sudan News 
Agency SUNA, did hot elaborate 
on details of his initiative: 

But his move seemed to be a 
follow up of an appeal he made 
last week asking the rebels for a 
two-week ceasefire this month to 
allow the' start of peace talks. 

“In order to continue our 
march on the -way to a peaceful' 
solution, we call for observing a 
limited ceasefire during the 
month of the uprising (April), to 
start on a date to be agreed 
upon,” Mr. Mahdi told a mass 
rally Monday on the second 
anniversary on the coup that de- 
posed President Jaafar Numeiri. 

The government and the rebels 
could hold talks “inside Sudan or 
in a neutral country" oo a more 
permanent trace and to prepare 
for a constitutional conference, 
Mr.' Mahdi said.. 

He pledged to meet the rebels 
demands for lifting the state of 
emergency and abolishing the 
.controversial Islamic Laws once 
an agreement on the proposed 
ceasefire was reached. 


Sudan commissions jets: given by Libya 


KHARTOUM, Sudan (Agen- eight MiG-21 interceptors. some of Uie Libyans were still 

des) — Prime Minister Sadeq Al Meanwhile commanders of a reside Sudan. The Engnsh-lan- 
Mahdi Ha< commissioned four Libyan force which infiltrated guage Sudan Times said pd Fri- 
MiG-23 jet interceptors Libya's into Sudan in February flaw *l- day . that Libyan troops were 
leader Col. Muammar Qadhafi turned home but some of the 700 camping m an area about 80 


some of the Libyans were stiD 


MiU-23 jet interceptors uoyas into Sudan m feoraary naw 
leader Col. Muammar Qadhafi turned home but some of the 700 
gave to Sudan last week as a gift, to 1,000 soldiers are still on 
• Libya timed its gift to coincide Sudanese soil, diplomatic sources 
with Sudanese celebrations of the said Sunday. . 
second anniversary of the coup They said the Libyan officeis of 

that overthrew President Jaafar tbe contingent, .said by Sudan to 
Numeiri, Col. Qadbafi’s former have launched attacks against 
arch enemy, Chad, returned home last week 

“The gift is a real expression of with the force's heavy equipment, 
fraternity between Sudan and Sudanese army- troops super- 
Libya. Tbe Sudanese people vised the pullout, but several 
appreciate the gift and consider it hundred of the soldiers were now 


LUillvM UVIUV LFUL Jl/utv vx — — * r o . _ , 

to 1,000 soldiers are still on kilometres south of the town of 
Sudanese soil, diplomatic sources Al Fasher in Darfur, 
said Sunday. . Quoting wbat * described as 

They said the Libyan officeis of reliable sources, the papet said 
the contingent, said by Sudan to about 5,000 heavily-aimed men 


have launched attacks against of Libya’s so-called Islamic bn- 
Chad, returned home last week gade" were still in Sudan, 
with the force's heavy equipment. It said the brigade comprised 
Sudanese army troops super- Sudanese and Muslims from 
vised the pullout, but several other African countries but did 


appreciate the gift and consider it hundred of the soldiers were now not say whether they had en- 
as a strong evidence for the com- scattered over Sudan's western tered Sudan with the Libyan 
mon interest between the two province of Darfur near Chad, force is February, 
sisterly people," Mr. Mahdi said the sources said. The diplomatic sources coit- 

al Wadi Sayiedana Air Base, Tbe troops were the remainder firmed the presence of such a 
about 40 kilometres north of ot a force which launched a. cross- force in Sudan, 
here. bolder raid against Chad bat was They said several hundred men 

Acting 1 commander of the driven off by the French-backed of tbe brigade, including Libyans, 
Sudanese Air Force said the government forces of President were roaming the vast deserts of 
planes were folly equipped and Hissene Habre, they said. Darfur, notorious for frequent 


planes were folly equipped and Hissene Habre, they said. Darfur, ». - 

that they would “fill a vacuum” in Mr. Mahdi said last month that tribal clashes and gun running. 

Sudanese air defence operations, part of the Libyan force, equip- Evidence indicated they had 
according to the official Sudan ped with rocket launchers, anti- been involved in armed robberies 

News Agency. * tanlc and anti-aircraft guns and and looting in tbe area, tbe 

He said Libya had trained a 400 trucks, attacked Chad from sources 

number of Sudanese engineers, Sudan but returned later in dis- Interi 
pilots and technicians on flying array. Husseii 


□umber of Sudanese engineers, 

pilots and technicians on flying rr 

the aircraft He said later the troops had Khartoum Sunday, denied reports 

- The four Soviet-made planes started to withdraw at his request that Libyan troops had distii- 
arrived here Monday. and declared last Monday that buted arms to Darfur tribesmen. 

The authoritative London- “the cloud in relations with Libya He said his ministry planned to 
based International Institute for has cleared, " a reference to the order armed tribesmen to hand- 
strategic Studies says Libya has tension between the two conn- over their weapons to local au- 
135 MiG-23s. Sudan’s most adv- tries over the infiltra tion. thorities. Police would use force 

anced aircraft until now were Local press reports said that to disarm violators, he added. 


Interior Minister Sidahmad Al 
Hussein, in remarks published in 


ies over the infiltra tion. thorities. Police would use force 

Local press reports said that to disarm violators, he added. 


Libya says Aozou not for bargaining 


LONDON (R) — Libya has said 
that the Aozou Strip whose 
sovereignty it disputes with Chad 
was an indivisible part of Libyan 
Arab land which was not open to 
negotiation. 

The People's Committee for 
Foreign Liaison (Foreign Minis- 
try) said in Tripoli the strip 
"... has not been, is not now and 
will not be in the fhtnre an object 
of bargaining, international 
arbitration or concession.” 

A statement by the committee 
was carried by the Libyan News 
Agency JANA, monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion. 

Tripoli said it was oatlining its 
position in response to what it 
described as statements by 
France and Zaire on a form of 


settlement for the Chadian issue. 

JANA’s report said French 
Cooperation Minister Michel Au- 
rillac had no right to speak on 
behalf of Africa while Zaire’s 
President Mobutu Sese Seko 
“...does not know the meaning of 
sovereignty..,” 

The statement added: “The suc- 
cessive French declarations are in 
fact a screen by which the French 
government is frying to lengthen 
•.the duration of the conflict in 
Chad in order to justify its effec- 
tive occupation of tilts country 
and its continuing colonialist pre- 
sence there.” 

On April 1, diplomatic sources 
in tiie Chadian capital N’Djame- 
na said Libya bad pulled its 
troops back from Chad’s north 


western Tibesti Mountains, 
apparently to shore up its de- 
fences in the disputed desert strip 
dose to their common borders. 

And late last month, troops 
loyal to Chadian President His- 
sene Habre routed an estimated 
5,000-strong garrison entrenched 
at Ouadi-Doum, Libya’s largest 
stronghold in northern Chad. 

France flew in troops and 
equipment to provide a defensive 
role, backing Mr. Habre who also 
had the support of Zaire. 

Earlier this month the official 
Zairean News Agency AZAP 
said Mr. Habre's crack troops 
had been trained in Zaire and a 
total of 26 Zairean soldiers had 
died on Chadian soil in the past 
few years. 


Turkey toapply for EC membership today 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey will 
apply Tuesday for membership of 
the 12-nation European Com- 
munity (EC), Foreign. Ministry 
officials said. 

A formal- announcement was 
expected from Prime Minister 
Ttngut Ozal after a meeting with 
President Kenan Evren. 

The officials told Reuters 
Minister of State AH Bozer, in 
charge of relations with the EC, 
would hand the application to 
Belgian Foreign Minister Leo 
Tindemans in Brussels Tuesday. 

Mr. Tindemans is cnnent.presi- 
dent of the Community’s deti- 
oon-taking Council of Ministers 
and diplomats said they believed 
Turkey wanted tbe application to 
be discussed at the council's next 
meeting on April 27. 

Turkey earlier Monday 
announced its wish to join the 
■Western European Union 
(WEU), the seven-nation de- 


fence-orientated group which had 
been largely dormant until Bri- 
tain began to revive it last year. 

Diplomats said they believed., 
the WEU application was timed.- 
before that -for' the EC to stress. 
Turkey’s commitment to Euro- 
pean integration. 

Mr. Oral has made EC mem- 
bership one of his aims since he 
took office in 1983 at the head of 
a market-oriented, conservative 
government. He has always said 
he accepts membership will take 
a long tune to achieve but wants 
an -early commitment on it. 

Diplomats said the major ini- 
tial obstacle Mr. ozal might have 
to overcome would be concern by 
EC member Greece at the pros- 
pect of Turkey, with which it has 
many disputes, joining the Com- 
munity. 

The two countries came dose 
to an armed dash over oil rights 
in the Aegean Sea two weeks ago 


but the diplomats said the atmos- r 


they sought a settlement to that 
.dispute. . 

Turkey would be the first mem- 
ber of the Community not fully in 
Europe — most of the country is 
in Asia — and the first not 
predominantly Christian as most 
Turks are Muslims. 

But it is already a member of 
the Atlantic alliance and state- 
ments by officials make dear 
Ankara . regards- it as a right to 
join the Community, which could 
bring with it big trade and aid 
advantages as well as doser poli- 
tical links. 

The Community now faces the 
dilemma of assuring Ankara it 
values it as an ally and as a 
member of the West, but at the 
same time sees immense difficul- 
ties in having it as a member, 
diplomats said. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


72ui information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Once n Alia International 
Airport Td. (08) 53200-5. where k 
shook 1 always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1} 

06*5 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

10*0 Aqaba (Rl) 

lfc28 Cairo (RJ) 

1835 Jeddah (RJ) 

11*0 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

11*8 Dfaahran. Kuwait (RJ) 

11*5 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

1835 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

1&40 Athens (RJ) 

1830 ... Paris. Bnsds (RJ) 

19*5 — Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:155 Istanbul (RJ) 

20*0 I.... Tripoli (RJ) 

20*5 Rome(RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal g 

1235 Cairo (MSI 

1330 Moscow (SU) 


PRAYER TIMES 


04^2 F^jr 

0605 (Sunrise) Doha 

1236 Dbnhr 

16:12 y.— 'Asr 

19*7 - Maghreb 

2039 'Uha 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


It will be hazy in the southern and 
eastern parts. Winds win be north- 
westerly moderate 10 fresh. In Aqaba, 
it will be hazy, with northerly moder- 
ate mods and calm sea. 

MmJnux. temp. 

Amman 9/20 

Aqaba ....... ..... 16/30 

28 

Jordan VaBey 14/26 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman governors te 891228 

Amman CSvfl Defence 198, 199 

Ova Defence Irbid .... 271293. 27313 1 

Civil Defence Qnwcismeh 770733 

Civil Defence Ddr Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade .... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gvfl Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

PoUce rescue ...... 192,621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police. 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Afia Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


Zurich, Lanuca (SR 

Rome (AZl Yesterday’s high te m p er ature s Am- 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amu... 644281/6 
AJriiefa Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmcisaiii Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdrii .-666127/37 

AI-Ahli, Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajieen : 777101/3 

Al-Basbir, J. Ashrafieh ...... 775111/26 

Army, Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospcdl 602240/50 

Aaal Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ibrahim Abu Hmeid 677436 

Dr. Abdul Qader Al Lala 896046 

Salam Pharmacy 636730 

Neiroukh Pharmacy 723672 

Saheb pharmacy 668056 

Khalaf pharmacy 778653 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Hinnam pharmacy 845376 

Al Fexdows pharmacy 787336 

TAXES: 

Kayyali taxi 636730 

Taxinataxi 644660 

Tamer taxi 666174 

Amman taxi 842474 

Raghdan taxi 842400 

Raqab taxi 736428 

Sayel tan 776131 

IRBID: 

Dr. All Al Shuqairi 246140 

Hanina pharmacy ( — ) 

Al Shara’a pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khaleel AJ Hussein 985001 

Amani pharmacy (_) 

GENERAL 


Jordan Television 77311/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry ofToarism 642311 

Hotel complaibls 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Tdcp-aosa JnfonnaDoji )2' 

Jordan and Middle East «n« ......... 10 

Overseas calls i> 

Repair service |j 


Ams t erd am . New York 
.................... Athens (RJ 

Belgrade. Madrid 

Geneva, London 


Abu Dhabi, Dubai 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

1*30 Cairo (MS) 

1*80 Moscow (SU) 

t&35 Kuwait (KU) 

17*8 - Riyadh (SV) 

R30 ..... Lisbon, Rio dc Janeiro (I A) 


MARKET PRICES 


Italian lira 25,7/ 26 

Japanese yen (for 100) 232-5/ 235.1 

Swedish crown- 52.51 53.1 

Swinfmitt 221 J/ 223.8 

U.K starling pound.. 538.6/ 544.1 

U JS. dollar 331.6 / 3343 

W. German marie 183.2/ 185i5 


Afqrfe (French) 

Banana ,. 1 , 1 ..„.,„ > „. Mlllllli 
Banana (Mnkannuar) ......... 

Beau (load) 

brad Mans 

■ Beetroot — 

Cabba« ........ 

Carrot (yeflow) .3”." 

Canfiflower 

Cuonnben „U 

Eggplant (tains) 


price in Bis per log, 
:& Turkish) 310/270 

^ ...380 / 340 

320 / 270 

mar) 270 / 220 

280/220 

150/100 

100/ 70 

100 / 70 

110/80 

■■ — 150 / 100 

- : 170/120 

1307 90 

.... 300 / 250 

150/100 

170/120 


t -- g<|g 

OnkSf^r'"" ; 230 1 180 

S g.: r- {»-;{« 

Orange (Shammomj) ,7 80 /200 

]EL :7 .:....' 26 o / 200 

SSfczzrSfS 

yinefeaves ZZ". 750/ 650 
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Omani trade minis ter 
leaves after signing 
minutes of joint talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — Omani 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Colonel Salem A1 Ghazali left 
Amman on Monday at the end of 
a three-day visit to Jordan during 
which he signed minutes of the 
first meeting of the Joint Jorda- 
ni an -Omani Economic Com- 
mittee. 

During his visit Col. Ohazaii 
also met with His Royal Highness 
Grown Prince Hassan, the Re- 
.gent. Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Wahab A! Majali and held 
talks with Minister of Industry 
and Trade Rajai Muasher on 
further promoting and bolstering 
bilateral trade ana economic rela- 
tions. 

In a departure statement the 
Omani minister said that during 
the meeting of the joint economic 
committee, the two sides re- 
viewed the progress made by the 
two countries in economic fields 
since the first meeting of the joint 
committee held in Muscat, 
Oman, last year. 

The two sides also agreed on a 
number of measures to speed up 
the implementation of a trade 
agreement signed between the 
two countries and means of furth- 
er promoting the exchange erf 
goods between them. He added 
that his discussions with Jorda- 
nian officials focused on means of 
bolstering bilateral relations and 
in the culture and to u r i sm fields. 
The two sides also discussed 
training Omani staff at the Jorda- 
nian hotel training college and 
sending a Jordanian expert in 
tourist fields to Oman to help 
establish a hotel training school in 
Oman, Col. Ghazali continued. 

The minutes of the first Joint 
Jordanian-Omani committee 
meeting were signed at the Minis- 
try of Industry and Trade on 
Monday. The minutes provided 
for enhancing econo one and bi- 
lateral relations between the two 
countries and reviewing means of 
developing these relations. The 
minutes also called for providing 
the necessary facilities for increas- 
ing the volume of Jordanian agri- 
cultural exports to Oman and for 
assisting the Omani side in 
marketing Omani agricultural 
produce in neighbouring Arab 
countries. 

According to the minutes, both 
sides agree to hold national in- 
dustrial exhibitions in the capitals - 
of both countries. In this regard; . . 
it ‘was - agreed: that a Jordanian “ 
industrial exhibition be held in ' 
Oman next year. 


The Jordaoian side to the 
meeting also welcomed a visit by 
an Omani delegation comprising 
members from chambers of com- 
merce and industry, . scheduled 
for tiie second half of this year. 
The Jordanian side also stressed 
the importance of such visits in 
strengthening and reviving com- 
mercial exchange between Jordan 
and Oman. Jordan ^airl rhar 
it will discuss with the visiting 
delegation setting-- up a joint 
Jordanian-Omani joint holding 
company for investment and de- 
velopment and wifl explore the 
prospects of holding a symposium 
m Oman to discuss investment 
opportunities in Jordan and set- 
ting up joint projects based on 
available materials. 

Tourism 

On the subject of tourism, the 
minutes called for asssting the 
Omani side in training their tour- 
ist guides by organisms special- 
ised training courses ana by send- 
ing a Jordanian expert to follow 
up on the implementation of the 
hotel institute project in Oman. 

The mwintes were signed for 
the Jordanian side by Dr. 
Muasher, and for the O mani side 
by Col. Ghazali. 

The signing ceremony was 
attended by Mr. Omar Abdullah, 
Chairman of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Arab Potash Com- 
pany, Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Under Secretary Moham- 
mad Saqqaf, the Jordanian 
ambassador to Oman and the 
Omani ambassador to Jordan, 
the director general of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing and Proces- 
sing Company and a number of 
department beads at the ministry. 

Also Monday, the Omani 
minis ter and the accompanying 
delegation visited the Amman 
Industrial Estate, where they 
were briefed by Director General 
of the Jordan Industrial Estates 
Corporation (JIEC) Fayez 
Suheimat on the city’s establish- 
ment and development and die 
services and benefits it offers to 
investors. 

Col. Ghazali, accompanied by 
Dr. Mnasber then toured the 
various sections of the city. At 
the end of the visit Dr. Suhleimat 
presented the O mani minister 
with the-JIECs shield.. . 

The next meeting of the Joint 
Jordanian^ Omani- Economic- 
Committee will be held in Muscat 
next year. 


Fayez briefs S. Korean 
team on Mideast issues 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Speaker of the Low- 
er House of Pariiament Akef A1 
Fayez Monday underlined Jor- 
dan's demand for a total Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied 
Arab territories, the restoration 
of the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people and the estab- 
lishment of a just and compre- 
hensive peace. 

• Mr. Fayez was speaking during a 
meeting with a delegation from 
the South Korean parliament 
who arrived in Amman Sunday 
on a five-day visit to Jordan. 

Mr. Fayez said that His Majes- 
ty King Hussein continues to ex- 
ert all possible efforts for conven- 
ing an international peace confer- 
ence as the best fbnim for solving 
the problems of the Middle East 
issue and endig the Arab-Israeti 
conflict. 

Referring to the situation in the 
occupied territories, Mr. Fayez 
said that the Israeli authorities 
continue to exercise repressive 
measures against the Arab 
population, and he called on the 
South Korean delegation to rally 
support for the just Arab causes 
at the 77th meeting of the Inter- 
parliamentary Union meeting, 
due to be open in Nicaragua on 
April 26. He said the Palestine 
problem and the international 
conference are among the main 
topics on the meeting’s agenda. 

The delegation’s leader Mr. 
Jung-Oral Kwak spoke at the 
meeting praising the strong rela- 
tions between Jordan and his 
country and the development of 
these ties over the past years. 
King Hussein's visit to South 
Korea in 1983 greatly helped to 
promote bilateral relations and 
tiie South Korean people hold 


Mr. Kwak said that his country 
supports Arab stands and the 
Arab nation's call for peace and 
will put its weight behind the 
King’s efforts to help achieve the 




the ICing and the Jordanian peo- 
ple and support efforts for a 
lasting peace in the Middle East, 
said Mr. Kwak, who is a member, 
erf the Democratic Justice Party in 
the 276-seat South Korean pariia- 
ment. . - 

' The other members of the visit- 
ing delegation are Hbng-RaeCho 
from the New Korea Democratic 
Party, Joouq-Dong Kwpa from 
the Democratic Justice Party, 
Mr. Yong-An Choi from the Ko- 
rean National Party who is 

accompanied by his wife and Suq- 

Bonq Han from the People’s 
Democratic Party: 


twak also expressed hope 
that Jordan would join other 
countries in participating in the 
Seoul Olympic games. 

The meeting was attended by 
Mr. Rizk A1 Bataineh, chairman 
of the Lower House’s Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Tunes, Mr. Kwak said the delega- 
tion’s visit to Jordan would also 
look into possible means of furth- 
er enhancing Tny riaman -TTor ean 

economic relations. 

Olympic games 

Mr. Kwak said that North 
Korea’s stand on the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics remained that of 
boycotting the games unless 
Hanoi co-hosted the event with 
South Korea. Seoul’s invitation 
to North Korea, Mr. Kwak said, 
was still valid and South Korea 
has even suggested that Hanoi 
host four of the Olympic games 
including table tennis, archery, 
cycling and part of the soccer 
matches, Mr. Kwak continued. 

The offer, which was put for- 
ward in cooperation with the In- 
ternational Olympic Committee, 
was turned down by. North Ko- 
rea, the only counpy to boycott 
the games, he said, adding that all 
Communist countries have 
announced their readiness to 
attend the Seool Olympiad. 

Jordan has tentative plans to 
take part in the games but Minister 
of Youth ‘Eid Dahiyat said Mon- 
day it was premature to deride on 
the dobs and individuals who 
would represent the Kingdom -at 
the games. 

Visit to Baqaa camp 

Later Monday, the Korean do-, 
legation vis ted Baqaa camp for 
Palestine refugees where they 
were briefed by the Balqa area 
officer and camp services officer 
on the establishment of the camp 
and the services rendered to its 
: by the United Nations 

and Works Agency for 

Palestine Refugees (UNRWA). 
The delegation members then 
toured one of the elementary 
schools in the camp and die head 
of the delegation donated &>UU to 
the school. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor gets herself innocuiated a gain** neo-natal tetanus at Jabal Al Manarah 
community health centre Monday (Petra photo) 

Queen launches national campaign 
to combat neo-natal tetanus, measles 

By Rana Sabbagh 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Her Majesty Queen 
Noor on Monday gave a helping 
hand to Jordan’s national im- 
munisation campaign by getting 
herself innocuiated against neo- 
natal tetanus, signalling the start 
of an intensive media drive to 
combat child-killer diseases. 

Sitting on the examination bed 
inside the Jabal A! Manarah com- 
munity health centre. Queen 
Noor wore a big smile as the chief 
nurse gave her the vaccination. 

Prior to receiving the vaccina- 
tion, Queen Noor inaugurated 
the JD 80,000 centre which offers 
primary health care and diagnose 
to 100,000 residents of the area. 
A. crowd of people lined the 
premises to warmly welcome the 
Queen to their health centre. 

Yesterday’s ceremony was a 
further book to Jordan’s national 
immunisation campaign which 
was launched m 1979 under 
Queen Noor’s patronage to fight 
the main six duld-tdOer diseases; 
polio, tuberculosis , pertussis , 
tetanus, measles and diphtheria. 
These fatal diseases are reported 
to claim the lives of 600 children a 
day in Arab countries and 8,000 
all over, the world. 

When Jordan- first imf.., 
plemented 1 its 1 national c unmnnisa^~ 
non campaign eight 'years ago, 
immunisation coverage against 
these six fatal diseases touched 
only 20 per cent of the total 
number of children in the King- 
dom. The national programme 


functions through 240 govern- 
ment-run health centres and 21 
mobile medical teams and aims at 
achieving the goal of universal 
immunisation by the year 1990. 

A study conducted in 1986 to 
assess the scheme indicated that 
while 88 per cent of Jordanian 
children below one year of age 
had received the three-dose vac- 
cination against polio and DPT 
(diphtheria, pertussis and teta- 
nus). immunisation against 
measles among children and neo- 
natal tetanus among pregnant 
women remained at the low per 
centages of 64 per cent and 27 per 
cent respectively. 

According to a Health Ministry 
official, Jordan has the challenge 
of fighting two of the most fatal 
child diseases, measles and neo- 
natal tetanus, which daim the 
lives of four to five children in the 
country each day. 

“Our standings” vis-a-vis 
measles and neo-natal tetanus, 
re main “unsatisfactory,” there- 
fore, a heavy media campaign 
had to be- implemented to give 
more impetus to the national 
immunisati on campaign, to start 
as of today, said Dr. Sulaiman 
Q’ubain, director of primary 
health care at the Health 
Ministry, . . 

.. Although the.. immunisation.. 
" rates achieved in Jordan' for these* 
two child-killer diseases “are bet- 
ter” compared to other develop- 
ing countries, these figures “do 
not satisfy our aspirations,” Dr. 
Q’nbain continued. 

He said the ministzy’s target 


was to cover 90 per cent of 
children and women between the 
age of 15-45 by the year 1990. 
Halimeh Hussein Ali, 38, was the 
first woman to be innocuiated 
against neo-natal tetanus in the 
presence of Her Majesty who 
later signed her immunisation 
card. 

Mouaz Amin, 9 months old. 
and Fatimah Hassan Moham- 
mad, 8 months, were the two 
other children innocuiated 
against measles at the Manarah 
centre. 

Queen Noor later toured the 
various parts of the centre which 
was buih by the Urban Develop- 
ment Department and banded 
over to the Ministry of Health last 
year. 

The centre's director. Dr. 
Mohammad Al Khasawneh. said- 
that between 30 to 50 children 
below one year of age were get- 
ting imirmnisfiri agawisf measles 
and between 40 to 60 women 
were being innocuiated against 
neo-natal tetanus at the centre 
every day. 

The 500-square metre bnOding 
houses ten rooms and is manned 


by two general doctors, one de- 
ntist, five registered nurses, four 
auxiliary nurses and two assistant 
pharmacists. 

Yesterday's ceremony was 
within Jordan’s celebrations of 
’World Health Day which is being 
held under the World Health 
Organisation's (WHO) motto: 
“Immunisation, a chance for ev- 
ery child.” 


Well-known screenplay writers discuss 
their work in America’s film industry 


By Nermeen Murad 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Whoever said it was 
difficult for two writers to work 
together obviously hadn’t heard 
of these two. Defying set pat- 
terns, they collaborated and be- 
came America’s best known pair 
of writers — they have also been 
married for 23 years. Joan Didion 
and John Dunne, who are cur- 
rently on their first visit to Jor- 
dan, said that they started their 
career as script writers out of 
economic necessity. 

Discussing their work and the 
film industry in the United States 
on Monday, they chronicled the 
development of their career from 
being New York reporters to two 
of the most dynamic contempor- 
ary literary personalities. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Dunne, he and his wife 
have always needed “blocks of 
time” to continue working on 
novels while being able to survive 
economically. 

“One day someone came to ns 
with the idea of malting a pic- 
ture,” said Mr. Dunne. “He bad 
no money and since we were not 
members of the Writer’s Guild, 
he did not have to pay us.” Mr. 
Dunne added that “suddenly, we 
became screen writers, and mem- 
bers of the Writer’s Guild, and 
we were paid quite handsomely.” 

Since then they have written 
four feature films which have won 
them world- wide acclaim. Their 
most successful screenplay was 
“A Star is Bore,” which staned 
Barbara Streisand and Chris Kris- 
toffereon. Twelve other screen- 
play writers contributed to the 
script but Ms. Didion and Mr. 
Dunne were the first with the 
idea. 

“True Confessions,” their 
latest fihn, was no where near the 
runaway success of A Star is 
Bom, but nonetheless guaran- 
teed them $150,000 phis a pro- 
duction bonus of $100,000. “Tim- 

2V 

a book or a movie, 

Didion. 

Mr. Dunne cited the award 
winnin g box office success “Pla- 
toon” to further illustrate this 
idea. “Platoon sE the 


□am.” He said that all earlier 
films about the Vietnam war had 
nationalistic overtones. 

Mr. Dunne does not believe 
that movies and their writers in- 
fluence ’ people. Contrary to 
popular belief, people transfer 
their moods to writers: the suc- 
cess of a movie is greatly depen- 
dent on the people’s mood at the 
time of the film's release, he said. 

Although people went through 
a period of identifying with 
movies such as “Extra Terrestrial 
(E.T.)” and “Jaws” during the 
60s, 70s and early 80s, Mr. Dunne 
explained that the American film 
industry is moving towards an era 
which identifies more and more 
with real people. 

“If you look at all the movies 
which won awards this year you 
would notice that all of them are 
about real people in real life.” 

The supernatural hero,, a cu- 
rious phenomenon in American 
movies, does not interest Ms. 
Didion and Mr. Dunne. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Dunne, “the impulse 
to write such movies is a personal 
thing, usually, by writers who feel 
that way.” 

Discussing the work of Ms. 
Didion and Mr. Dunne, novelist 
Leslie Garis wrote: “This restless 


couple are self-described habitual 
workers whose idea of a vacation 
is a block of time to outline a 
project.” 

Mr. Dunne considers his most 
important work to be “The Red, 
White and Blue” which will con- 
tain all the journalism he has 
done since be moved to Califor- 
nia in 1964. 

Upon their return to the Un- 
ited States, they will be working 
on a new screenplay, but don’t 
hold your breath, as according to 
both Ms. Didion and Mr. Dunne, 
it takes a long time to make a 
movie. “If we start writing our 
script at the beginning of May 
1987, the movie mil not come out 
till May 1990,” Mr. Dunne said. 

Ms. Didion and Mr. Donne 
will give a short, public talk on 
creative-writing in Hollywood at 
the Royal Cultural Centre's stu- 
dio theatre on Tuesday, April 14, 
at 6:00 p.m. In cooperation with 
the Jordan One Club, die couple 
is scheduled to attend a showing 
of “True Confessions” to be fol- 
lowed by dinner and a discussion 
of their experiences at the Mar- 
riott Hotel at 8:00 p.m., on Tues- 
day. April 14. Tickets are avail- 
able from the CSne Qub or at the 
door. 


PLO begins reconciliation talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

state. 

The Jordan Times has learned 
that Fateh is currently trying to 
work out a draft resolution which 
defines future relations with Jor- 
dan. Three drafts have been 
drawn up to be presented during 
the dialogue which would resume 
on Tuesday. 

Judging by the course of the 
opening session, however, it 
seemed that the FFLP had re- 
tracted from its previous demand 
to declare null and void the 17th 
session of the PNC, held in Am- 
man in 1984. During the of 
session Sheikh Abdul Hamid 
Saeh, who was elected PNC 
chairman in Amman, addressed 
die leaders: “I urge you in the 
name Palestinian legitimacy to 
unite.. .” There was no sign of 
resentment or opposition by any 
faction to Sheikh Saeh's speech. 

In another development, the 


Algerian government and the 
PNC chairman have extended an 
invitation to Libya's leader 
Muammar Qadhafi and Saudi 
Arabia’s King Fahd to attend the 
opening session of the PNC. 

On -another front, Algeria and 
Libya continued until the last 
minute to try to reconcile Damas- 
cus with the PLO leadership, 
informed sources said. There 
were no reports of any substantia] 
progress but the sources said that 
Libya’s initiative now was to try 
to revive the Steadfastness Front 
which includes both the PLO and 
Syria. 

On Sunday Algerian President 
Chadli Benjedid received leaders 
of the Palestinian factions. 
According to well-informed 
sources, Mr. Benjedid urged “an 
■immediate reunification of die 
Palestinian ranks in order for the’ 
PLO to impose its participation in 
the proposed international con- 
ference.” 


Dahiyat urges the public to 
contribute towards improving 

youth facilities and sports 

Minister says plans to establish new recreation, 
cultural centres curtailed by lack of funds 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of Youth has plans to 
upgrade the sports and yonth movement by estab- 
lishing new sports and cultural facilities throughout 
the Kingdom with an emphasis on higher training 
standards and improving sports administration. 
Minister of Youth 4 Eid Dahiyat said Monday. 


The minister, however, con- 
ceded that the funds earmarked 
by the treasury will fall short of 
the required allocations and he 
urged the public to contribute 
towards implementing the pro- 
jects envisaged in the scheme. 

The annua? government alloca- 
tions for the sports and youth 
sectors cover only basic and fun- 
damental activities, therefore 
more funds are needed if our 
goals are to be met. Dr. Dahiyat 
said. 

In this regard, the ministry is 
looking into the idea of creatine a 
special fund to be linked with the 
Jordanian Olympic committee 
which is the organisation in 
charge of the administrative side 
of youth sports activities in the 
Kingdom, Dr. Dahiyat told local 
and foreign reporters at the Mon- 
day press circle. 

He added that the fund would 
collect public donations which 
would then be used to support 
sports activities and facilities in 
Jordan. 

The minister pointed out that 
despite the low per capita spend- 
ing ratio (1 per cent) on sport 
compared to neighbouring coun- 
tries. the Kingdom has made 
great strides in almost every field 
of sports and has gained an inter- 
national reputation by competing 
in various sporting events. 

Regarding the new sports faci- 
lities, the ministry has just com-, 
menced work at AT Hassan Sports 
City in Irbid and a similar com- 
plex will be constructed in the 
southern part of Amman , the 
minister told the circle which is 
organised weekly by Director of 
the . Department of Press and 
Publications, Dr. Musa Keflani. 

Dr. Dahiyat added that ten 
sports complexes in various parts 
of the Kingdom are currently 


under construction and that five 
camps for voluntary work — two 
winter camps, one in Aqaba and 
the second in the Jordan Valley 
— would be added to the existing 
summer camp in Ajloun. 

The ministry, in cooperation 
with the Jordanian universities, is 
planning training courses in 
which approximately 700 young 
people will be enrolled every 
year. The cost of the training 
programme is estimated at JD 
600.000, he said. 

Community work 

He said that the ministry 'was 
also encouraging youngsters to 
get together and do some volun- 
tary work for their communities. 


More than 2000 applications 
within the age group 7-19 years 
have been received by a special 
body set up to coordinate volun- 
tary work and community activi- 
ties. 

In reply to a question, the 
minister said it was a healthy sign 
that youth were politically 
minded as he said that the current 
situation with Israel occupying 
part of the country means that the 
youth interact with prevalent 
political situation and are part of 
any political developments. 

He said that sports centres and 
clubs on the West Bank are run 
under the umbrella of the Youth 
Ministry and added that bis 
ministry’s programmes are 
directed at people in both banks. 
“But the Israeli occupation 
stands as stumbling block in our 
efforts to extend support and to 
supervise facilities in the occu- 
pied territories.” he said. 

However, he pointed out that 
Jordan frequently receives sports 
teams from the West Bank for 
games and matches and within 
the overall aim of upgrading 
sports standards in the Kingdom. 


French official looks into 
development plans for 
occupied territories 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Occupied Territories Affairs 
Marwan Dudin Monday met with 
Mr. Jean-Jacques Subrenat, the 
deputy director of the technical 
cooperation department at the 
French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. They reviewed efforts 
being made by the Jordanian 
government to support the Arab 
population in the occupied Arab 
territories through an economic 
and social development program- 
me, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported. 

They also discussed areas in 
which the French government 
could contribute financially to- 


wards the economic and social 
development of the occupied ter- 
ritories. It was announced Sun- 
day that the French government 
had decided to raise its contribu- 
tion towards the economic and 
social development of the occu- 
pied Arab territories from four 
million francs to 10 million francs 
annually and not to 14 million as 
was erroneously reported in 
yesterday’s Jordan Times. 

Mr. Subrenat is due to visit the 
occupied West Bank tomorrow 
where he will conduct a first hand 
study on the sectors and projects 
which the French government 
plans to support. 


NEW RENAULT 9 
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Like all Renaults the new Renault 9 is a front wheel drive car. When a car is a 
product of advanced technology, when it has been built for long journeys 
and has plenty of power, it can only be the right choice - especially if its 
looks have been improved. The Renault 9 is a beautiful, classic traveller 


PRICE LIST FOR RENAULT MODEL 1 987 
DUTYFREE 


MODEL 
R9TL 
R9TL + 
R9TSE 
R9 Aut 
R11GTL 
R11 Aut 
R21TL 
R21 + A.C. 


A.C. 


PRICE LIST 

S75 

2850 

3525 

3700 

2975 

3825 

3850 

4225 




AL-TEWFIK AUTOMOBILE & EQUIPMENT CO. 

Amman - Mahatta Road - Tel. 656 273/4 & 651 591 
SERVICE GARAGE: Tel. 785873, 786277 


FREE 

Now wftft ovary RENAULT, 3 years’ Accident Insurance coverage up to JD 20,000 
per faieay from AMERICAN UR INSURANCE COj||,pQ 


JORDAN 




A 





Community of interest 


THREE days before going off to beard Mr. Gorbachev in his den Mrs. 
Thatcher bad talks in London of considerable importance with 
another world leader, King Fabd of Saudi Arabia. Because of the 
limited giamnd which snmaindg snch discussions in En gland — or, to 

nse a more famffiar native word, in the absence of convincing leaks — 
we do not know exactly what was said on either side. We are told that 
the two discussed the ‘‘destabilising effect” of the Iran-Iraq war on afl 
countries to the Golf, as well as the perennial, and linked, problems of 
the Pales tinians and Lebanon. It would not be surprising if some or all 
of these subjects have cropped np in the Tbatcber-Gorbacbev 
meetings, for if these two are as concerned as they say they are, and as 
we must believe them to be, about providing for a more stable world, -> 
they are subjects that can hardly be ignored. 

• Regimes and politicians change, bat geography does not. Eogtish 
atiases show Britain firmly in the centre of the picture; to the west the 
Atlantic, to the east the vast Euraasiaa land-mass, most of it occupied 
by Russia and its satelfites. Russian atlases emphasise the enormous 
length of the country’s land Cron tiers, 10,000 miles from Kaliningrad 
on the Baltic to Vladivostock on the Sea oS Japan. Since 1945 the 
preoccupation of Russia’s infers has been to saiegtiard these frooti^ 
and to many respects they have been outstandingly successful. In spite 
of itamagmg setbacks Eastern Enrope has remained broadly speaking 
loyal for 40 years. There is less talk of liberating it than there was In 
the Dulles days. 

Bat looking smith wards the record is much mo*. - patchy. In 1945 
Russia demanded the return of the Turkish provinces of Kan and 
Ardahan and to be given bases to the Bosphorus. There was also a 
da bn for trusteeship over Libya. The provinces were not returned; 
there was no trusteeship, and all Russia got to the Straits was a 
revision of the 1936 Montrem Convention. In Iran, Russian policy 
immediately following the war was even mare hamfisted. The poppet 
regime set np in the Iranian province of Azerbaijan resulted to an 
appeal to the Security Conned by Iran and Stalin was obliged to back 
down. The invasion of Afghanistan was another act of force which Is 
now almost openly admttted to have misfired. But Russians have long 
memories. From the time of Catherine the Great they have been 
.looking for access to dm w ar m waters of the Mediterranean and the 
Gutf, hul in both these seas today it is the American Beet which is 
present aid preparing for action. 

'There' should be a community of interest between Russia and the 
West to ensure that the Gulf remains open to navigation. The 
possibility that the Iranian government will try to dose the Straits of 
Hormuz to shipping cannot be ruled out, difficult though die 
operation would be. But if the Chinese. misses installed on Iran’s 
coastline were used to interfere with shipping there can be tittle doubt 
that they would be physically taken oat by the Americans. If that 
happened the Rnsrians ought to be as grateful as anyone. 

The year 1986, 30 yean after Suez, saw a lot of muffing over the 
lessons of that catastrophe. After nationalisation of the Canal 

Company, Eden spoke of “the thumb on oar windpipe”, or, as he put 

it in his memoirs, “the continuing supply of ftad was now subject to 
Colonel Nasser’s whim”. But if a 1987 KhoEwi put Ms fari on 
another windpipe the situation would be very mH* that to 1956. 
Then there were not many users of the Canal, not even countries like 
ind ’ H with a considerable interest in it, which shared the fea rs of 
Britain and France. Arab governments raffled almost u nanimo usly 
b ehind Nasser. Today Arab governments are as vitally concerned in 
freedom of navigation to the Gnlf as the West or Russ i a ; indeed, a 
country like Saudi Arabia even more so. 

It seems illogiad that, with Thatcher and now Mr. Shultz in 
Moscow and with renewed hints of a Reagan/Gorbachev summit later 
to the year, there should stifl be those who object to the idea of Rnssian 
participation to a conference on the Middle East. The main objector, 
of course, is Israel, which has been playing an extremely equivocal 
game over Iran, as it did over Suez. The waters are once again 
extremely troubled, but Israel should not be allowed to fish in them — 
Middle East International, London. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AI Ra 7; ‘Children of a lesser God’ 


PRINCE Hassan’s address to the Arab Council for Childhood and 
Development contained facts and figures about the children's status 
in the Arab World that raised the alarm about measures that should 
be done to deal with the situation before it is too late. Prince Hassan 
expressed concern about the fate of the coming generation if the 
present diseases and the present dangers continue to threaten the 
Arab children. This address reflected Prince Hassan's pain and that 
of all the parents in the Arab World as to wbat is happening to the 
Arab children now and their fate in the future. The Arab World’s 
children are estimated at 85 million and the Arab World loses one 
million every year through preventable diseases and causes that can 
be avoided. Prince Hassan was careful to mention two negative 
influences on the children's life: Foreign servants who care for Arab 
children and the foreign television programmes which he said tend to 
harm the development of the Arab children. 


AI Dustour: Zionist aggression 


THE barbaric attack by Zionist settlers on the town of Qalqilya on 
the occupied Arab West Bank represented one more image of racial 
practices against the Arab population. What happened was a 
treacherous attack on the civilian population of the Arab town; and 
the Israeli government cannot be vindicated from the crime 
committed by Zionist elements. They pillaged the towns an* 4 
destroyed the farms and the property while the Israeli authorities 
watched and did nothing to prevent the crime from being committed. 
The attack on Qalqilya was one more link in a long chain of Zionist 
atrocities against the Arab people with clear backing from the Israeli 
government. What happened in Qalqilya could happen again in other 
parts of the Israeli-held Arab tenitoiy as the Arab people continue to 
escalate their resistance activity against the Israeli occupation 
authorities. 


Sawt AI Shaab: Israeli barbarism continues 


ARAB towns and villages in occupied Palestine, the Golan Heights 
and South Lebanon are nowadays witnessing an escalation of 


resistance activity by the Arab population against the Israeli 


occupation and the repressive measures of Israeli authorities. The 
Israeli trobps continue their barbaric actions against the Arab 


Israeli trobps continue their barbaric actions against the Arab 
population in a bid to stem their resistance and continue their attacks 
on Arab property and Arab land and defend Zionist settlers actions 
against the Arab people. The town of Qalqilya on Sunday was the 
scene of such Israeli atrocities that resemble the Nazi crimes in 
occupied Europe during the World War H. What happened in 
Qalqilya was not a novelty, and will continue as the struggle 
continues against the Israeli invaders for the ht^rarVa of Arab 
territory. 


Israel comes first to American Jews 


JORDANTIMES, TUESDAY AFM ^1987 


WASHINGTON — The idea 
that on issues affecting Israel the 
American Jewish community is 
American first, Zionist second, 
has always been a touchy point. 
Many observers of American 
Jewish politics believe it Amer- 
ican Jews passionately deny it, 
.and accuse those who believe it of 
anti-Semitism. 

However, the involvement of 
Israel in manipulating the presi- 
dent in the Iran arms scandal, and 
the relevations of the Pollard 
espionage affair have raised this 
question as never before. For the 
first time, officials of the U.S. 
government and Congress dare to 
say aloud wbat many have be-, 
heved all along — that American 
Jews in official positions will bet- 
ray the United States if Israel 
asks (or prays) them to. The 
evidence disclosed during the, 
Pollard investigation- — by both 
.the prosecutors and defence 
attorneys — has suggested that 
Israel continues to run high-level 
spies inside the U.S. government; 
that one of those agents may have 
tipped the Israeli embassy off 
when investigators were dosing 
in on Pollard, enabling Israelis 
involved in the case to nee before 
they could’ be arrested; and that 
U.S. government files document 


more than 40 cases of Israeli spies 
in the U.S. who were caught, but 
never prosecuted. So common- 
place is Israeli spying in the U.S. 
that Pollard and his lawyers 


argued that his prosecution was, 
“discrimination” — be was bong 


“sent to Ahschwitz,” Pollard 
himself suggested. 

This is deeply embarrassing 
and threatening for American 
Jews. They have urged that Israel 
take the balme and make a show 
at least of punishing those who 
recruited and directed Pollard. 
When the Israelis have retaliated 
by accusing the American Jews of 
trying to curry favour with non- 
Jewish Americans, there have 
been bitter arguments over the 
loyalty issue in the American and 
Israeli press. 

It is ironic, therefore, that the 
best evidence of the loyalties of 
American Jews comes long be- 
fore the arms dealing and espion- 
age scandals became news — 
from regular opinion surveys con- 
ducted and published by a leading - 
Jewish organisation. These show 
that American Jews identify 
Israel so closely with their per- 
sonal and religious identity that 
they put their loyalty to Israel 
ahead of their allegiance to the 
U.S. 
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Indonesian election 


dominated by calls 


for greater freedom 


By Jeremy Clift 

Renter 


JAKARTA — : Calls for greater 
political freedom and attacks on 
business monopolies have be- 
come surprise issues in the run-lip 
to Indonesia's elections, with 
campaigning entering its final 
week. 

While the outcome of the April 
23 parliamentary elections is not 
in doubt — President Suharto’s 
ruling Golkar Party expects to 
win at least 70 per cent of the vote 
— the campaign has allowed cri- 
tics to raise topics usually consi- 
dered taboo to the world’s most 
populous Muslim nation. 

The respected independent 
daily Kompas found to a series of 


opinion surveys that even among 
Golkar supporters the greatest 
concerns of voters in Jakarta 
were social justice and freedom 
of expression. 

Many critics feel that Suharto, 
who has ruled Indonesia for 21 
years, has bought political stabil- 
ity and economic development at 
the expense of democracy. They 
complain also of a big gap be- 
tween rich and poor. 

There are only three legal poli- 
tical parties, and cMnp3wgntng on 
religious or sectarian issues has* 
been outlawed. The press is care- 
fully controlled and campaign 
speeches on national television 
and radio are vetted in advance. 

Campaigning has been res- 
tricted to 25 days with a five-day 
“cooling off” period from Friday, 
so the biggest rallies of the cam- 
paign are expected to be held 
over the next few days. 

With Indonesia's oil-dependent 
economy in one of its worst 
downturns since the boom years 
of the 1970s, Golkar has vigor- 
ously defended its development 
record. 

Economy Minister Ah' War- 
dhana told a rally allegations that 
the government was misusing 
World Bank funds were “a big 
lie.” 

“All aid from the World Bank 
has been used to improve the 
welfare of the people, for inst- 
ance the rural electrification and 
the irrigation programmes,” he 
declared. 

The World Bank over the last 
20 yeans has lent S10.7 bOlion to 
Indonesia, the Largest country in 
South East Aria and a major 
producer of tin, rubber, timber 
and coffee. 

Wardhana was responding to 
an attack from Ham2a Haz, a 
national assembly member from 
the Muslim-backed United De- 
velopment Party (PPP), who said 
foreign aid had mainly been spent 
on big capital projects and not 
primarily on improving living 
standards or job opportunities. 

The PPP has demanded an end 
to a ban on politics on university 
campuses and called for a fairer 


distribution of wealth to a country 
where average per capita tooome 
is only S500 a year. 

The small Indonesian Demo- 
cratic Party, voicing concern ab- 
out industrial monopolies, has. 
called for bruits on big business, a 
sensitive issue in Indonesia where 
several major industrial concerns 
have links with Suharto’s family 
and business associates, Indone- 
sian business analysts mid West- 
ern diplomats say. 

The most surprising contribu- 
tion to the debate' came from 
Foreign Minister Mochtar Kusu- 
maatmadja, who was quoted as 
telling students they should not 
be afraid to demand their rights 
and that Indonesians tended to. 
accept their living conditions 
without protest. 

Kompas, in an editorial, de- 
scribed Mochtar’s statement as 
ref re shin g and said it captured 
the new awareness needed in the 
next stage of Indonesia’s develop- 
ment. 

The election is for 400 seats in 
the 500 member state legislature. 
The other 100 seats are reserved 
for military appointees. 

Most political analysts expect 
Golkar to win at least 70 per cent 
of the vote, against 64 per cent in 
the last elections, in 1982. 

The Democratic Party, whose 
-young supporters often carry pic- 
tures of the late President Sukar- 
no, is expected to increase its 
-share of the vote at the expense 
of the divided PPP. 

While campaigning has been 
enthusiastic in major dries like 
Jakarta and Jogyakarta, in the 
countryside village chiefs are ex- 
pected to turn out their villages 
overwhelmingly for Golkar. 

Traditional deference to au- 
thority remains the rule in In- 
donesia, where a short-lived ex- 
periment with parliamentary 
democracy on the Westminster 
model in the 1950s saw govern- 
ments resi g nin g every few months 
as a result of shifting political 
alliances. 

Another surprise of the cam-, 
paign has. been the long shadow 
cast by Sukarno, Indonesia’s 
charismatic first president who 
died a broken man in near dis- 
grace more than 15 years ago. 

The democrats have adopted 
the memory of Sukarno as a 
subtle challenge to the more 
orthodox ways of Suharto, who 
edged Sukarno aside after a failed 
Commumst-badted coup in 1965. 

Although the outcome of the 
election is dear enough, the cam-, 
paign process does act as a useful 1 
sounding board ior the govern- 
ment. 

Kompas said the campaign 
gave ministers pressing the Gol- 
kar message around Indonesia's 

13,000 islands the chance to 
.absorb the demands and aspira- 
tions of local people. 


By Claudia Wright 


The most extensive survey of 
the attitudes of American Jews 
was conducted in 1983 by Steven 
Cohen, an academic at Brandeis 
University. The survey was spon- 
sored and financed by tbe Amer- 
ican Jewish Committee, based in 
New York. According to the re- 
sults that were later published, 
Cohen found that at least a third 
of American Jews have family 
living in Israel, and more than 
two-thirds say they haw personal 
friends living there. Most have 
visited Israel at least once; one in 
six says he has seriously consi- 
dered emigrating to Israel. Most 
contribute directly to Israeli char- 
ities, and a large proportion say 
they contribute to American poli- 
tical candidates because “he/she 
would support Israel.” 

There is almost unanimous 
agreement among U.S. Jews that 
“U.S. support for Israel is in 
•America’s interest.” In his idea 
before sentencing by the U.S. 
court, Pollard said the same 
thing. “In my mind, assisting the 
Israelis did not involve or require 
betraying the United States. But 
this is pure rhetoric — neither 
Pollard nor most American Jews 
actually believe it. The key to the 
private preferences of American 
Jews is revealed in the way they 


say they vote in U.S. elections. 
Seventy per cent told Cohen that 
“Jews should not vote for candi- 
dates who are unfriendly to 
Israel.” When Cohen explored 
what was meant, by “unfriendli- 
ness” toward Israel, most Jews, 
responded by expressing opposi- 
tion to anyone who is critical of 
IsraeL The evidence is dear , that 
American Jews are staunchly 
opposed to non-Jewish Amer- 
icans who criticise Israel in any 
way, and at election, time Jews 
vote first for Israel and only after 
that for other reasons. 

The degree of paranoia among 
American Jews toward non-Jews 
is even greater among Jewish 
leaders than among the Jewish 
community at large. American 
blacks are judged to be hostile by 
more than half of the Jewish 
leaders surveyed; the U.S. De- 
partment of State comes next on 
the enemies list, followed by busi- 
ness corporations/- the news 
media, and Roman Catholics. 
What is extraordinary about 
these attitudes is that there is 
nothing to indicate that these gro- 
ups threaten- Israel’s security. On 
the contrary, the State Depart- 
ment and the U.S. press nave 
been Israel’s strongest allies. In 
the Pollard case, the State De- 


partment tried fo pressure the 
prosecution to drop its investiga- 
tions, while die U.S. press has 
provided the Israelis with a plat- 
form to lie about the case. If this 
is not enough for American Jews, 
do they demand that Israeli 
agents control the State Depart- 
ment and the U.S. press directly? 
Do American Jews trust the U.S. 
g ove r nm ent only when it is pene- 
trated by Israeli agents like Pol- 
laid? • 

The survey results suggest this 
is so. They demonstrate a higbde- 
gree of social, political, religious 
and racial intolerance in the 
American Jewish community. 
This is a type of xenophobia, of 
hatred toward foreigners. But the 
‘foreigners” in this case happen 
to be fellow Americans who are 
not Jewish. 


Difficult though it may be for 
outsiders pnd non-Jewish Amer- 
icans to understand these Jewish 


sentiments, tbe survey provide a 
convincing explanation for them. 


convincing explanation for them. 
American Jews know that non- 
Jews suspect Jewish allegiance to 
Israel comes before loyalty to the 
U.S., because this is exactly bow 
most American Jews feel. There 
is no problem of dual or divided 
loyalties for American Jews — 
Israel comes first. But this pro- 


duces a sense of gufit and fear of 
being exposed. As a result, 
- Ameri can Jews express their 
antagonism toward - non-Jews, 
whom they accuse of anti-Semit- 
ism, fo fos statement to the court, 
Pollard attacked “the bigots 
(who) enrage from their closets ’ 
wrapped in tbe respectability of 
the fkg -” Anyone, the convicted 
spy said, “who made the accusa- 
tion that Jews in general are a 
people who are not entirely reli- 
able due to their emotional 
attachm ent to Israel” is making 
an ‘ ’unw arranted indictment of 
an entire race.” 

But this is not traditional anti- 
Semitism which Pol lard and the 
Ame rican Jewish community are 
afraid of. It is retaliation by non- 
Jewish Americans for a Jewish 
allegiance to Israel that brooks no 
criticism, no publicity, no debate, 
not even any limits in U.S. Law. 
The evidence for that allegiance 
is not to be found to tbe wild 
imaginings of anti-Semites nor in 
the dossier of Poll axd the spy. It is 
to be found in the opinions of 
American Jews, as recorded and 
published by one of the oldest 
and most respected of American 
Jewish organisations, the Amer- 
ican Jewish Committee — Arab 
News, Jeddah. 


Embassy spying — ‘everybody does it’ 


By Christopher Hanson 

~ Reuter 


WASHINGTON — The United 
States has sharply protested at 
alleged Soviet spying on its Mos- 
cow embassy, bnt intelligence ex- 
perts say America itself is an old 
hand at embassy snooping. 

They say the Kremlin’s di- 
plomatic miaanti in Washington 
as well as embassies of friendly 
nations are among the targets of 
U.S. espionage. 

The intelligence sources say 
that over the years U.S. agents 
often have been ordered to 
undertake embassy “black bag 
jobs” — break-ins to search files, 
photograph documents or steal 
secret codes — to the United 
States and overseas. 

“The (American) protest has a 
political ring to it,” former high 
CIA official David Phillips told 
Reuters. 

“It’s not really a valid argu- 
ment to say (the Soviet Union), 
did the wrong thing s — everybody; 
does ft." 

Lately it appears Moscow has 
been winning the upper hand to 
this game of embassy espionage. 

According to U.S. officials, 
Soviet agents converted at least 
three Marine embassy guards into 
turncoats and seriously com- 
promised security at U.S. di- 
plomatic posts in Moscow and 
Leningrad. 

U.S. officials and congressional 
intelligence sources say Soviet 
security operatives have also rid- 
dled a new U.S. embassy budding 
being built to Moscow with elec- 
tronic eavesdropping bugs. 

President Reagan said U.S. di- 
plomats will not move into the 
new building unless it can be 
made bogfree and has said the 
Soviet spying on the embassy was 

“outrageous." 

U.S. Ambassador Jack Mat- 
lock filed a formal protest in 
Moscow, accusing the Kremlin, 
which strongly denied the charge, 
of a “breach of the norms of 
diplomatic conduct” and of 
violating a Vienna convention 
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assuring the inviolability of di- 
plomatic buildings... ,. . 

Intelligence experts say, the su- 
perpowers’ '.indignant rhetoric 
amounts to diplomatic- cant be? 
cause both countries treat embas- 
sies as prime intelligence targets. 

Intelligence sources, who- 
spoke on condition they not be 
identified, said the United States 
repeatedly had targe tted Soviet 
and other Communist embassies. 

Soviet officials and indepen- 
dent sources say U.S. intelligence 
tried to plant hidden electronic 
bugs to the Soviet embassy com- 
plex in Washington to 1979. Tbe 
bogs were discovered, prompting 
a strong Moscow protest. 

American architect John War- 
necke, who helped design the 
complex, told Reuters that the 
discovery of the bugs prompted 
Soviet security men to X-ray steel 
girders and minutely examine 
other building parts for strange 
devices as new structures went up 
to die compound. 

So frequent have been bugging 
operations against embassies that 
Congress to 1978 created a fore- 
ign intelligence surveillance 
court, winch meets secretly to a 
windowless, vault- like room to 


the Justice Department, to rule 
on the legality of each bugging 
plan. -‘I-. 


The court has handled more 
than 3,000 surveillance requests 
aimed at embassies and suspected 
foreign agents and has not turned 
down a single request, according 
to congressional intelligence 
analysts who monitor its affairs. , 


Some intelligence experts, ack- 
iwledgtog Washington spies on 


nowledging Washington spies on 
embassies, say Moscow has gone 
too far this time. 


In the late 1950s, tbe CIA dug 
a tunnel betyc^n West Berlin and 
East BerUq, Japped a number of 
key telephone lines, and began 
eavesdropping on Soviet officials, 
intelligence sources said. 

The operation was deemed a 
big success until it was disco- 
vered. The Soviets had known 
about the tunnel almost since 
digging began. 

The Reagan administration- 
maintains it has the right to order 


Former Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) director Stansfield 
Turner told Reuters: “Soviet 
spying on our embassy in Moscow 
is the most egregious that I know 
of and goes way beyond any 
appropriate limit." 

State Department officials said 
the KGB bad violated unwritten 
rules of the spy game, going 
beyond planting bug; to send 
spies into the Moscow embassy 
for hours at a time. 

But according to published re- 
ports, the CIA once persuaded a 
French intelligence officer to help 
American agents sneak into the 
French embassy and copy a secret 
French diplomatic code. 


break-ins for national security 
reasons, but the American Civil 


Liberties Union — a liberal rights 
group — argues such operations 
violate constitutional protections 
against unlawful searches. 

Break-ins often are required in 
order to plant bugs, but some 
embassy surveillance involves 
plucking microwave communica- 
tions from the air. 

An 1977 congressional study,* 
never officially released but made 
public by Reuters to 1982, re- 
ported that the super-secret 
National Security Agency (NSA) 
intercepted communications be- 
tween London and the British 
embassy in Washington and 
apparently monitored diplomatic 
messages of other nations. 


Smith’s ouster signals end of white political privileges 


By Lawrence Bartlett 

The Associated Press 


HARARE, Zimbabwe — For- 
mer Prime Minister Ian Smith’s 
recent ouster from parliament 
- foreshadows the end of nearly a 
century of a racial privilege for 
Africa’s largest white population 
living under black rule. 

Although technically sus- 
pended for only a year. Smith is 
unlikely ever to return to parlia- 
ment where he served for 39 
years, including 14 as prime 
minister of white-led Rhodesia. 

By the time his 12 months to 
the political wilderness are 
through, a British-drafted consti- 
tutional provision guaranteeing 
20 seats for whites in the national 

legislature will have been scrap- 
ped, tire government says. 

Under tire provirion, white 
members of parliament are 
elected on a' separate, whits vo- 
ters’ roll. When the system ends, 
whites will vote on a common roD 
with blacks and only those white 
candidates who gainer sufficient 
black support wm be voted into 
the legislature. 

.April 18 marks the seventh 
anniversary of independence for 
this former British colony and the 
end of tbe guarantee period. 

Smith, rather than grant poli- 
tical rights to tbe black majority, 
led Rhodesia through 14 yens of 
rebellion against the British 
crown, ending his holdout just 
before independence. 

At mktaight on April 17, 1980, 

180,000 whiles began living under 


a government led by former guer- 
rilla chieftain-turned-prime 
minister Robert Mugabe, who 
had waged a fierce seven-year 
war to oust white Rhodesians 
from power. 

This southern African country 
still has 130,000 whites — less 
than 2 per cent of Zimbabwe’s 8 
million people. 

Many whites emigrated when 
minority-ruled Rhodesia became 
black majority-ruled Zimbabwe. 

But Marshall Muphree, direc- 
tor of Zimbabwe University’s de- 
partment of applied social scien- 
ces, says the loss of the white 
parliamentary seats is unlikely to 
prompt a new wave of white 
emigration. 

In the April 2 vote to suspend 
Smith from parliament, four 
whites supported the move. Of 
the four, one is a member of the 
ruling Zami Party and three inde- 
pendents who believe 'Smith 
antagonised the government. 

Smith's suspension also re- 
sulted from his perceived sup port 
for white-led South Africa, Zim- 
babwe’s southern neighbour. 

Muphree says that considering 
Zimbabwe's colonial history and 
tiie war for black power in which 

30,000 people, mostly blacks, 
were killed, race relations are 
“basically a success story.” 
Critics of Pretoria’s apartheid 

S vemment often present Zim- 
bwe as a model for a future 
nonracial South Africa. 

But Muphree concedes that be- 
neath the public veneer changes 
to personal attitudes have been 



Mr. Ian Smith: 

‘janrepentassi racist’ 
much slower. 

“A stroll through public func- 
tions in Harare gives the impress- 
ion that integration is proceeding 
smoothly and harmoniously, 
while attendance at private func- 
tions in many whites homes will 
give the impression that racism is 
alive and well,” he says. 

Zimbabwe’s white pop ulati on 
still enjoys a high standard of 
living. Pools, tennis courts and 
huge gardens are part of many 
suburban homes. Almost all 
white families employ black 
domestic servants. 

Whites also retain positions of 
economic power. - 

A recent survey by the Confed- 
eration of Zimbabwe Industry 
showed that of more than 200 
chairmen and mana ging directors 
of Zimbabwe's top 100 com- 
panies, only 12 were black. 

William Bango, 30, a former 


guerrilla and now a journalist, 
said many blacks believe white 
Zimbabweans lack commitment 
to the country. 

“They don't know the national 
anthem. They turn off their TV 
sets the moment Mugabe comes 
on and encourage their children 
to watch Dallas,” he says. 

Bango says he works in harmony 
with white colleagues, but he has 
no white friends. He says be 
would not mind if all whites left 
the country. 

Stan Higgins, 29, a white, Zim- 
babwe-born former serg ea nt in 
Rhodesia’s army is now a public 
relations consultant in Harare 
who finds Bango’s comments de- 
pressing. He said they indicate 
blade resentment against whites 
and he wonders “what the hell 
tiie war was all about.’’ 

“We were fighting against 
black rule and Mugabe,” says 
Higgins. 'WeVe now got them 
both and- five fairly well by any 
standards. We had been led to 
believe there would be expulsions 
at best, mass executions and 
arrests at worst” 

Instead, Mugabe, after coming 
to power to 1980 elections, went 
on national television and called 
for reconciliation between the 
races. 

Higgins says that since the 
speech he has thought only once 
of leaving the country— -in Octo- 
ber when thousands of blade 
youth rioted in Harare after the 
death of Mozambican Presidaft 
Samara Michel in a plane crash in 
South Africa. 
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Questions and answers— a primer on AIDS 


By Robert Kearns 

Renter 

WASHINGTON — Acquired Im- 
Deficiency Syndrome, better 
Jjpown as AIDS, is a deadly rffawse 
mat is now considered a worldwide 
epidemic. 

Here are some questions often 
asked about AIDS and brief answers 
rased on information from tbe World 
Health Organisation (WHO), the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
31x1 American universities. 

What is AIDS? 

AIDS, first detected in the 
United States in 1981, is a condi- 
tion in which a virus attacks the 
immune cells that help fight off 
infection, leaving victims vulner- 
able to serious illnesses that 
would not affect them if the 
im mune system were functioning 
normally. About 80 per cent of 
victims succumb to one or both of 
two rare diseases: Pneumocystis 
canrii pneumonia, a parasitic lung 
infection and kaposi's sarcoma, a 
cancer that attacks the skin or 
mouth. Victims may also suffer 
chronic fevers, severe diarrhoea, 
a variety of cancers, nerve dis- 
orders, inflammation of tbe brain 
and decreased mental powers. 

Is there a cure? 

No. The disease is nearly al- 
ways fatal since patients develop 
multiple infections that cannot 
effectively be treated. Their 
weakened immune system makes 


them unable to resist new Infec- 
tions or respond to therapy. 

What causes AIDS? 

It has been traced to a class of 
virus known as retroviruses, 
which have the unique character- 
istic that they may not cause any 
01 effects for years. The AIDS 
retrovirus was first described by 
the Pasteur Institute in Paris in 
May, 1983, and by scientists at 
the NIH in Washington early in 
1984, Known as human im- 
munodeficiency virus (HIV), it is 
far more complex than such other 
viruses as hepatitis, polio or 
measles, which makes finding a 
cure that much more difficult. In 
addition, researchers have re-/ 
cently identified two puzzling 
jiew strains in AIDS patients in 
West Africa. 

How long does it 
take to develop? 

Experts say that," within five 
years of infection, between 10 
and 30 per dent/Of those infected 
will develop 1 AOS and another 
20 to 50 per cent w&I have AIDS- 
related illnesses. Viewed the 
other way, at least 20 per cent 
and as many as 70 per cent would 
still be free of AIDS or related 
Dlnesses after five years. 

But beyond that period, no one 
yet knows. 

How is the virus 
transmitted? 


contagious as, say, measles is. 
AIDS is spread only by the most 
in tima te contact, usually involv- 
ing the transfer of semen or blood 
from one person to another. Tbe 
major methods are: Sexual inter- 
course, either vaginal or anal 
transfusions of contaminated 
blood or blood products sharing 
contaminated hypodermic nee- 
dles by drug users and from 
mother to child during pregnancy 
and possibly breast feeding. 
There is no evidence that AIDS is 
transmitted by casual contact, by 
insects oc- by food or water. 

.Some" 65 to 75 per cent of 
AIDS cases in tbe United States 
and Europe have occurred in 
homosexual or bisexual men, but 
there is increasing evidence of 
heterosexual transmission. 


How can AIDS be 
avoided? 

The best advice from tbe ex- 
perts is to minimise the risk by 
abstaining from sex with people 
who are at high risk and to use 
condoms unless sex partners are 
known to be free of infection. It 
can be impossibe to know if a sex 
partner is uninfected since a per- 
son can be carrying the AIDS 
virus without showing symptoms. 
Anal intercourse is especially dis- 
couraged as it leads to tears in tbe 
lining of tbe rectum that height- 
ens die risk of infection. 
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Scanning electron microscope image of HIV virus that causes AIDS. 


cases in tbe United States and a 
growing percentage in Europe 
have been linked to intravenous 
drug users sharing needles .or 
syringes in which tiny amounts of 
contaminated blood are transfer- 
red. Those people then infected 
can spread tbe virus through sex. 

Who has AIDS? 


Doctors say AIDS is not easily Nearly 25 per cent of AIDS 


AIDS takes its toll on the re- 
latively young, hitting those be- 
tween 20 and 40 the hardest. In 
the United States, AIDS has 
caused almost as many deaths 


among men age 25 to 44 as all 
non- AIDS-related forms of can- 
cer combined. 

About 100,000 cases have been 
reported worldwide. But these 
are just the tip of the iceberg. The 
World Health Oiganisation esti- 
mates that as of 1986, five to 10 
million people were carrying 
virus and that this could produce 
between 500,000 and three mil- 
lion new cases of AIDS by 1991, 
along with 1.5 million suffering 
AIDS-related Alness. 

In 1991, U.S. experts predict 


over 54,000 deaths from AIDS, 
brin ging the cumulative projected 
total to 179,000. In Europe, ex- 
perts project 25,000-30,000 AIDS 
cases by the end of 1988. In 
Africa AIDS cases are up sharp- 
ly. Some 14 per cent of pregnant 
women studied in Kampala, 
Uganda, are infected. 

How long will it take 

to develop a vaccine? 


An effective vaccine is years 
away, possibly in the next cen- 
tury. Even then, it is likely to be 
expensive and scarce. The U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration 
expects several vaccines will be 
tested on humans: by the end of 
the year. One is already being 
tested on humans by French re- 
searchers. But it will be years 
before testing on sizeable groups 
can be performed. 

There are two main reasons 
why developing an AIDS vac- 
cine is proving so difficult. Fust, 
although some people naturally 
produce antibodies or specialised 
proteins that recognise and attack 
a disease-causing organism if it 
enters the body, these antibodies 
do not yet destroy the AIDS 
virus. Second, tbe genetic struc- 
ture of the virus varies from one 
strain to another and new strains 
keep developing. So, a vaccine 
developed from one strain may 
not protect against others. 



80,000 chemicals untested 


A meeting of the chemicals group 
of the 24-member "rich countries 
dub," tbe Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD), beard that 80,000 
chemicals in daily use and pro- 
duction in factories around the 
world are still untested for toxio- 
ity and cardnogenidty. New che- 
micals which have been brought 
into rise since 1977 have been 
tested under OECD guidelines 
established that year. The 80,000 
represent chemicals which were 
in use in 1977, are still in use, and 
remain untested. According to a 
Danish delegate it would cost 
$45-50 billion to run the standard 
tests on these chemicals — and 
that would involve the deaths of 
enormous numbers of animals in 
the infamous "LD50" (least dose 
to kill 50 per cent tests. Accord- 
ing to a Swedish delegate present, 
the major chemical spill into the 
Rhine from a factory in Basel, 
Switzerland, last year proved that 


incidents like Bhopal, India 
(where some thousands died in a 
leak from a Union Carbide fac- 
tory) could happen in OECD 
countries. Hence the concern 
now that the 80,000 untested che- 
micals, most of which are concen- 
trated in the industrialised world, 
be properly tested. However, 
many of the chemicals are used 
only in tiny amounts, and costs — 
and concern for tbe number of 
anim als needed to test all 80,000 
— will in practice restrict testing 
to the just 1,000 chemicals which 
account for 99.5 per cent of the 
physical volume of the 80,000. 

During the meeting Canada 
offered to host a workshop to 
establish agreed methods for the 
common testing of this top 1,000. 

Among them are common che- 
micals such as chloroform, 
ethylene glycol and many organic 
solvents and thinners — Panos 


Cyprus water draws 
sightseers, investment 


By Katherine McElroy 

Reuter 

YERMASOYIA, Cyprus — 
Cypriots have been flocking to 
see a rare site on this rocky 
Mediterranean holiday island — 
a dam overflowing with water. 

Several years of low rainfall 
had brought fears another six hot 
summer months of water-ration- 
ing lay ahead. Newspapers and 
television carried almost daily re- 
ports on the low water levels in 
dams. 

But storms last month relieved 
tbe drought, dumping 187 mm off 
rain in the wettest March in 
almost 100 years. Only 22 mm fell 
in March last year. 

Dams and reservoirs dot the 
semi-arid island to trap winter 
rain and the spring run-off from 
snow in the central mountains. 

But efforts are being made to 
remedy the drought situation 
with an ambitious irrigation plan 
to cany water from the rainy west 
of die island to tbe dry east 

When the scheme is completed 
by the end of the decade, experts 
say there will be enough water to 
meet growing needs in the Greek- 
Cypriot 'south of the divided 
island to the year 2010. 

Two large contracts were re- 
cently signed for the southern 


conveyor project linking a series 
of dams to a pipeline 113 km 
long transporting water from west 
to east. 

The entire project is expected 
to cost $360 million at 1983 
prices. 

The centrepiece Kouris dam, 
providing most of the conveyor 
water, will be one of tbe highest 
earth-filled dams in Europe. 

Once frill, Kouris’ 115 million 
cubic metre capacity will be 
enough to supply Nicosia’s 
120,000 people with water for 11 
years. 

The dam is not expected to 
overflow often, however. 

“We build dams with a larger 
capacity than the average flow of 
water in order to collect water 
from the odd wet year," southern 
conveyor project manager Twin's 
Qnistodoulou said. 

Water supplies in recent years 
have been stretched thin by eco- 
nomic advance, an annual influx 
of nearly a million tourists, ex- 
panded agriculture, and the 
needs of 200,000 Greek Cypriots 
who fled south after Turkish 
troops occupied the northern 
third of the island in 1974. 

Once the southern conveyor 
project is finished, little else can 
be done to boost natural water' 
resources. 


Algeria acts to curb population growth 


By Claire Brisset 
ALGIERS — Algeria is entering 
1987 amidst growing economic 
difficulties caused by the fall in ofl 
revenues and the realisation that 
control of population growth is 
vital for the country’s future. Tbe 
figures speak for themselves and 
the authorities are no longer shy 
of giving them maximum pub- 
licity. 

Algeria’s annual population 
growth rate is still 3.2 per cent — 
one of die highest in the world. If 
this rate were to be maintained, 
the country's population will dou- 
ble in 22 years. At independence 
in 1962, the population was little 
over 10 million: Today it is 24 

millio n - 

Rapid urbanisation is one facet 
of the present situation. Through- 
out the country, both large and 
small towns are increasing like 
mushrooms. Algiers itself, de- 
signed for . a population of 
600,000, now has 3 million. The 
housing shortage there is acute, 
with familie s crammed into tiny 
apartments, frequent water shor- 
tages, and the urban infrastruc- 
ture generally hopelessly over- 
loaded. 

Another facet is the extreme 
youthfulness of the population: 


57 per cent are under 20 and 73 
per cent under 30. This unusual 
age-structure results from a con- 
tinuing very Hi gh birth rate and a 
sharp fall in the death rate, winch 
has fallen from 17 per 1,000 in 
1970 to 8 today. T.ffe expectancy 
is now 63 years and the author- 
ities believe that if infant mortal- 
ity is reduced by half by the end 
of the current plan in 1989. life 
expectancy will jump again to 
67-68. 

Every year some 860,000 
babies are born in Algeria — 
more than in Fiance for a popula- 
tion less than Half die size. Alge- 
rian women still have an average 
of 6.4 chAdren. 

In these circumstances, com- 
bined with the economic difficul- 
ties threatening the country, it is 
hardly surprising that the author- 
ities have abandoned the pro- 
natalist stance which they 
affected until recently. They have 
now embarked on an ambitious 
programme to reduce infant mor- 
tality and simultaneously popula- 
tion growth. 

Set up with help from UN- 
ICEF, this energetic programme 
is based on strong social mobilisa- 
tion: Vaccinations, campaign 
against diarrhoeal diseases, birth 


registration and infan t follow-up, 
and, of course, family planning. 

This last aspect is receiving 
unprecedented attention from the 
Algerian health authorities. AH 
health units throughout the coun- 
try, both curative and preventive, 
as well as all maternal and child 
health centres (PMI) will from 
now on include family planning 
services. 

The most popular contracep- 
tive method by far is the pill, with 
85 per cent of all family planning 
acceptors using it Most of the 
rest use the IUD, which has not 
been very popular op to now. For 
several years now, all Algerian 
midwives have received training 
in family planning methods. 

An intense publicity campaign 
has reached most villages as well 
as the large towns. Even the 
Islamic Council has given public 
support, co nfirmin g that birth 
sparing.roxrfOjnns to the teachings 
of Islam. 

But there is still a long way to 
go. Only 25 per cent of Algerian 
women of childbearmg age use a 
contraceptive method, despite 
official encouragement, free ser- 
vices and the support of the im- 
ams. Psychological and social re- 
sistance remains strong. "Alge- 


rian culture remains basically 
strongly pro-nataHst,” a gynaeco- 
logist and obstetrician at the Mus- 
tapha Hospital, Algiers, the 
largest in the country, said. “Atti- 
tudes wAl take some time yet to 
change.” 

One important development 
which wQI have an effect in the 
long term is the increasing num- 
ber of girls being educated. At 
present, around 60 per cent of 
women of chfldbeanng age are 
illiterate, but the proportion is 
falling rapidly as the effects of the 
government's efforts to improve 
female access to education are 
felt. The age at which women 
marry, currently 21 on average, is 
also rising and this wQI also have 
a demographic effect. 

Algeria thus seems on the 
threshold of major social change 
— change which the government 
is anxiously awaiting, tbeir eye 
fixed on foe worrying trends of 
. booming population growth, fall- 
ing oA ana gas revenues, and 
stagnating food production. 
Algeria today imports as much as 
60 per omit of her food require- 
ments. Self-saffideocy is only a 
dream as long as population 
growth remains out of centred — 
People Features. 


Anyone can be a star on Broadway for $9. 95 


By Steve James 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — For anyone 
whose dreams of singing on 
Broadway are just that, Rick 
Goldberg has the answer — their 
own recording for $9.95. 

“I am probably a perfect cus- 
tomer — a frustrated singer who 
thinks he’s good, but deep down 
realises he’s not good enough,” 
Goldberg said. 

Goldberg’s Centre Stage allows 
people who usuaUy sing only in 
the bath or shower, but who think 
they are budding Frank Sinatras 
or Bruce Springsteens to take the 
performance from the bath to the 
studio. 

Centre Stage, however, is more 


than just a sound equivalent of 
the photo booth found in stations 
and shopping malls everywhere. 

It is a multi-track studio man- 
ned by a sound engineer who can 
record anyone, mixing in in- 
strumentals and vocals to more 
than 180 songs from the latest 
pop bits to rock classics, show 
tunes, -children’s songs or Spanish 
songs. 

After foe 10-minute session, 
the customer has a cassette re- 
cording of his own for $9.95 or 
$39.95 for an album. 

At a recent session at the Cen- 
tre Stage studio in foe Macy’s 
.department store in New York's 
Broadway, engineer David Fra- 
zier made recordings of Alabama 
high school students signing top 


10 hits, a professional singer mak- 
ing demo discs of “Somewhere” 
from West Side Story and a Sinat- 
ra sound-alike reporter singing 
"New York, New York.” 
'‘Some people use it for prac- 
tice. Some people change the 
words, some make anniversary or 
valentines tapes,” said Frazier, 
who is also a keyboard player 
with a Gospel Group. 

“I've had kids come in and do 
"Old McDonald had a Farm’ with 
a full orchestra backing," said 
Goldberg. 

"Some use the service to do 
customised greetings cards. My 
wife and I sent out party invita- 
tions by changing the words to 
*New York, New York.’ 

“You should never underesti- 


mate how well people think they 
can sing,” Goldberg told the 
Sinatra sound-alike reporter. 

A 29-year-old businessman in 
foe real estate and securities, 
field, Goldberg started Centre 
Stage last year m a shopping mall 
in Houston. 

Now there are Centre Stage 
studios in a half-dozen U.S. cities 
and plans for several more, in- 
cluding one in London. 

With each location doing 
$200,000-300,000 in sales a year, 
the business is turning over $2 
milli on annually and Goldberg 
hopes to go public later this year. 

Centre Stage has a list of over 
180 songs to choose from and the 
singer gets one chance to re- 
hearse the number. 






Boy George 


Boy George bounces 
back from drug addiction 


By Ben Dobbin 

Tbe Associated Press 
LONDON — After a two-year 
hiatus. Boy George has bounced 
bads to the top of British pop 
charts. He’s helped pnt his for- 
mer heroin suppliers in prison, 
taken up Buddhism and cut a disc 
for charity. 

The pioneer of transvestism in 
pop music says he has beaten the 
heroin habit that nearly killed 
him last year, and that he intends 
to stay off drugs and out of 
trouble. His friends in the busi- 
ness agree. 

"His eyes are all dear again. 
He’s actually now the person he 
was before,” said Elly Smith of 
Virgi Records, Boy George’s re- 
cord label. "When he made up 
his mind to kick it, that was it. 
He'D never go back to heroin, 
never.” 

The 25-year-old Londoner, 
whose real name is George 
O’Dowd, was back in court as 
recently as March 20, charged 
with possessing about one-tenth 
of an ounce (2.4 grammes) of 
marijuana after an all-night party 
last December. 

A London magistrate. Lady 
Moorea Black, let him off with a 
warning, saying “You have made 
the most amazing efforts to come 
off drugs and, so far, you seem to 
have succeeded.” 

Boy George was arrested with 
tbe marijuana in his pocket last 
Dec. 20 outside a nightclub. With 
him was his friend Mark Golding, 
20, who died the next day of a 
drug overdose. 

“When he died, I flunk it made 
George realise how dose, he was 
to death. It finally clicked in his 
head if he didn’t get off heroin, 
he’d be foe next one,” said Ms. 
Smith. 

Golding was foe second of Boy 
George's friends to die from a 
drug overdose. Although Boy 
George had been in a drug treat- 
ment programme since the pre- 
vious June, foe combined deaths 
of two close friends apparently 
convinced the singer to lack his 
addiction. 

The deaths also prompted him 
to speak out against drug abuse 
and revive his flagging career. 

Tbe singer agreed to testify 
against iris drug suppliers and was 
! instrumental in the March convic- 
tion of a married couple sent- 
enced to four years in pnson, and 
another woman given a two-year 
suspended sentence. 

After months in seclusion. Boy 
George began appearing at music 
award dinners and on TV talk 
shows. His outrageous dress style 
seemed more muted, the wise- 
guy image was slightly altered. 

"He still doesn’t feel 200 per 
cent sure of himself,” said Ms. 
Smith. “He has a bit of vulner- 
ability now. ...He never listened 
to anybody else. Now he is more 
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CALL US! 


JfEIectrolux 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 

^ Tel. 604671 E 


MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant 

Th'e only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming por is available 

Takm may available 

Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
10:00-11:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 

Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage', clearing. 

door-to-door service 


Adonis all own r/i# wona 
Tel: £64090.660852 
Tin: 22205 WSMCO JO 
Cabfa; Niu.Uwhoa. 
P.O. Bo* 926417 
AMMAN JORDAN 


/ CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30- Midnight > 


' SHAKHSHIR N 
Rent A Car 

25% Discount 

1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-condi- 
tion cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good service 

Middle East Hotel 
V Tel: 668958 / 


responsive.” 

His moves are again being fol- 
lowed in tbe media, not always in 
a positive light. 

After leading a chorus of 120 
pop artists in a re-recording of the 
Beaties’ hit “Let It Be” recently. 
Boy George walked out of a 
studio and into a left hook. 

A passer-by hit tbe singer in 
the Dose and questioned his mas- 
culinity. The 6-foot- 1 Boy 
George, who admits he’s bisex- 
ual, walked away. 

"No way was I going to start 
brawling in tbe street.” he told a 
reporter. 

Boy George briefly topped the 
British singles chart in March 
with his first solo recording, a 
re-make of Jamaican James 
Boothe's 1974 hit “Everything I 
won.” 

“Let It Be” shot to the top of 
the charts m April. Proceeds 
from record sales will go to rela- 
tives of the estimated 134 people 
killed when a British ferry cap- 
sised off the Belgium coast March. 
6. 

Boy George's last British No. 1 
was “Karma Chameleon.” which 
hit the top in September I*???, 
when his band. Culture Club, was 
at its peak and selling million'! nf 
records worldwide. 

The group, distinguished by 
Boy George’s soulful voice arid 
drag ensemble, has all but offi- 
cially broken up. 

The demise of the group seems 
to date from late 19S4. when 
“The Medal Song" reached only 
no. 32 in Britain. 

Boy George is working on a 
new album, tentatively titled 
“Soul,” for release later Ibis year. 
Music industry experts say iiie 
original material will be the firs.: 
real test of the singer’s current 
popularity. 

“The arid test will corr.c ■•’•hen 
be does not depend on re-record- 
ings of old songs,” said Danny 
Kelly, deputy editor of New 
Musical Express. “He's doing 
himself some favours in ditching 
tbe culture club mob." 

Boy George admitted he was 
dabbling in drugs in the summer 
of 19S£ A year ago, be was 
rumoured to be spending £800 
{$1,200) a week on his habit. 

He began treatment for heroin 
addiction in June 1986, following 
his conviction on heroin posses- 
sion charges for which he was 
fined £250 ($370). 

In August tbe first of his two 
friends died from drug overdose. 
New York songwriter Michael 
Rudetsky, 27, was found dead 
from a heroin overdose in the 
singer’s £1 million ($1.5 million) 
London mansion. 

Rudetsky's parents lodged a 
$44 million suit in New York, 
charging that Boy George left 
their son unattended in a drug 
stupor. 





CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away servSot 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 

opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 

. To advertise in 
v. this section 



Ca)!1657l71-6 


ext. '223 
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Napoli suffers worst defeat since 1984 


LONDON (R) — The race for the Italian cham- 
pionship opened up dramatically after Napoli suf- 
fered their worst defeat for almost three years 
Sunday beaten 3-0 at Verona. 


Second-placed IntemazionaJe 
Milan, who beat Avellino 1-0, 
have reduced the gap from seven 
to two points in five weeks. 

Close finishes also remain in 
prospect in Spain and France. 
One point separates Real Madrid 
and Barcelona after their goalless 
draw Sunday while Bordeaux are 
a point dear after beating chief 
rivals Marseille 3-0 on Saturday. 

But it was Napoli's poor per- 
formance, including a penalty 
miss by Diego Maradona, which 
caused the biggest stir 


With four games left Napoli's 
biggest task comes in their next 
match at home to sixth placed 
A.C. Milan. Their last three 
games are all against modest 
opposition. 

Intemazionale have three easy 
looking games before lacing 
Verona at borne in their final 
match. 

One Italian newspaper Mon- 
day accused Maradona of “being 
mentally in Buenos Aires" where 
his daughter was bom recently. 

But Maradona said the tide 


race was now more exciting. “Up 
to last Saturday it was like wc had 
kille d the championship. But now 
we really want to win it-^then the 
whole of Italy will say’ that we 
have deservedly won it” 

Napoli fans went on the ram- 
page after the defeat and there 
were 38 arrests. 

Intemazionale’s goal came 
from Sandro Altobelli who re- 
mained pessimistic about his 
side’s title chances. “We cannot 
hope that Napoli will drop 
another two points,” he said. “To 
fool ourselves at this point would 
be silly. Our interest lies in the 
UEFA Cup." 

In Spain, the league has moved 
into a playoff phase with six 
teams in the top group, although 


only Espanol. 2-1 winners over 
sporting, have any hope of catch- 
ing Real and Barcelona. 

Bayem Munich’s coach Udo 
Lattek, who was in Madrid ahead 
of his side's European Cup semi- 
final second leg against Real, 
said: “That was a boring game 
and I foil asleep. The referee 
woke me up when he whistled the 
end of the first half. If Madrid 
play against us like that we shall 
certainly reach the final.” 

Bayern's 1-0 win at Borussia 
Moenchengladbach on Saturday 
kept them three pomes dear in 
the West German league. But it 
could still prove a costly victory. 

Captain Klaus Augenthaler 
and midfielder Hans Dorfner suf- 
fered thigh injuries. With defen- 


der Norbert Nachtweih sus- 
pended for Wednesday’s tricky 
home game with Wcrder Bre- 
men, Bayem find themselves 
with only 11 available outfield 
players. 


In France, the top of the table 
dash between Bordeaux and 
Marseille, was marred bv the 

ing a foul on Alam^jiresse, the 
former Bordeaux captain. 


Marseille’s Senegalese interna- 
tional Abdul aye DiaDo was so 
infuriated by Bordeaux right back 
Gemot Rohr’s tackle that he 
started a fight with the defender, 
prompting referee Robert Wurtz 
to dis m i s s both players. 


Mecir beats 
McEnroe in 
WCT final 


DALLAS (R) — Miloslav Mecir 
kept his patience and overcame 
an angry John McEnroe 6-0, 3-6, 
6-2, 6-2 to win the $500,000 WCT 
finals tennis tournament. 

The Czechoslovak, who bad 
never won a set from McEnroe, 
said he tried to ignore the Amer- 
ican's outbursts. McEnroe was 
fined $2,000 and was assessed two 
tim e -violations and a penalty 
point for verbal abuse. 

“It’s not very nice to play in 
such an atmosphere,” Merit said. 
“I would've been happy if he 
would have left. 

“I have learned to be more 
patient when somebody is 
arguing or trying to get me out of 
my timing,” said Mecir, whose 
$200,000 prize pushed his career 
earnings over the $1 million 
mark. 

Mecir, ranked fifth in the 
world, dominated the first set 
without dropping a game. Hie 
Czechoslovak went on a run of 12 
consecutive points over the 
course of four games and drop- 
ped only nine points in the entire 
set. 

McEnroe, ranked seventh, had 
other problems in the set as well, 
receiving a code violation for 
delaying the match in the third 
game. He berated umpire Geny 
Armstrong, saying, “come on, 
big boy, let's see what you can 
do. I'm going to test you the 
whole match, and there’s nothing 
you can do.” 

McEnroe’s temperament 
cooled in the second set and his 
tennis game heated up. 

After McEnroe saved two 
break points in the second game 
for his first game of the match, he 
broke Mecir after four deuces in 
the seventh game and again in the 
ninth game to level the match at 
one set apiece. 

Medr opened the third set by 
breaking McEnroe with a back- 
hand crosscourt angle that left 
McEnroe flat-footed. After the 
change of ends, McEnroe de- 
layed the match to complain to 
the photographers about their 
moving during play. Umpire 
Armstrong promptly gave McEn- 
roe a time violation. 

McEnroe then called Men's In- 
ternational Professional Tennis 
Council (NIPTC) supervisor 
Keith Johnson, seated courtside, 
a derogatory name and was asses- 
sed a penalty point. 

■ McEnroe stalked to his chair 
and began to pack up his rac- 
quets. Johnson walked onto the 
court for a three-minute discus- 
sion before McEnroe returned to 
play. 

Mecir held his concentration 
through the controversy and 
broke McEnroe three times in 
each of the third and fourth sets, 
forcing repeated volley errors 
with crafty service returns. Medr 
dropped only four games in the 
last two sets to record his fourth 
tournament win this year. 


Mize triumphs in Masters Golf tourney 


AUGUSTA, Georgia (AP) — 
Larry Mize, a native son of this 
old southern dty, turned back 
two stars of international golf 
with a spectacular pitch-in birdie 
that won a sudden death playoff 
Sunday in the 51st Masters Golf 
tournament. 

Mize won the coveted green 
jacket that goes to the Masters 
champion with a pitch from about 
3 0-40 yards to the right of the 
11th hole, the second of the 
sudden death playoff. 

Mize played the shot to the 
fringe, then stood frozen in fas- 
cination as the ball took off, 
running straight into the cup. 
That eliminated Greg Norman of 
Australia, while Seve Ballesteros 
of Spain bogeyed the first sudden 
death hole to drop out 

“It’s a dream come true,” Mize 
said. “I’ve dreamed of winning 
the Masters, but I never dreamed 
of winning it like this — beating 
two of the greatest golfers in the 
world.” 


The ball disappeared into the 
hole like the flash of a cotton-tail 
rabbit ducking into its burrow. 

The quiet, soft-spoken Mize 
leaped high into the air, then 
went hopping around the green, 
raising both hands in elation and 
clasping them to his head. 

“Reporters have asked me all 
week if I ever dreamed of win- 
ning the Masters. I did,” Mize 
said. 

It was the climax of a multiple- 
man struggle in which six men 
either led or shared the lead at 
one time or another. 

And it beat die two dominant 
figures in jfipif today, Norman, 
the flamboyant “great 'white 
shark,” and Ballesteros, the 
Spanish master who has won this 
championship twice and owns a 


couple of British open titles. 

They were Mize’s playoff part- 
ners after all three finished the 
regulation 72 holes in a tie for the 
top at 285, only three shots under 
par on the Augusta National Golf 
Club course. 

Mize birdied the 72nd hole 
from about three feet to finish a 
71 and was the first in the dub- 
house. 

Ballesteros was next, an he 
saved par from a bunker to set up 
the playoff. He, too had a 71. 

Then came Norman, the out- 
standing golfer in world golf last 
year, who moved into a tie with a 
20-foot birdie putt on the 17th, 
then paired the 18th to complete 
an erratic 72 that included six 
birdies and as many bogeys. 

The ninth playoff in Misters 
history began on the 10th hole. 

Ballesteros was eliminated 
there. Hie 3-putted for bogey, 
missing a 5-6 foot second putt. 
Mize had chance to win it all, but 
left a 10-12 foot birdie attempt 
Hanging on the lip of the cup. He 
tapped in. Norman, who had 
missed a birdie from about 20 
feet, also made par and they went 
to the 11th. 


Mize and Norman both drove 
the fairway. 

Mize pushed his approach far, 
far to me right and turned his 
back on the shot while it was in 
the air. 

Norman, the current British 
Open tide-holder and perhaps 
the most feared competitor in the 
game today, also put bis 
approach to die right, on the 
fringe. . . ; 

Mize needed to. get up and 
down from-a difficult spot to have 
any chance of extending the 
playoff. 

Instead, be pitched the ball in 


the hole. Norman, now needing a 
birdie to tie, missed his long putt 
and became a Masters runner-up 
for the second year in a row. It 
marked the third time in the last 
five major championships, which 
also include the U.S. and British 
Opens and the PGA, that he has 
been second. 

For Mize, it was only the 
second victory of a six-year PGA 
tour career. The other came in 
the 1983 Memphis Classic. He 
had a chance to win last year’s 
Kemper, but be lost to Norman 
on the sixth hole of a sudden 
death playoff. 

Mize has had a half-dozen run- 
ner-up finishes since the 1983 
victory, and questions were befog 
asked about his mental tough- 
ness. 

He answered them in a strong, 
firm voice, saving a ’bogey from 
the water behind the 15tn green, 
gaining 1 a playoff spot with a 
last-bole birdie, then beating the 
best Che game can offer. 

The victory was worth $162,000 
to Mize, who was born and 
“spent most of my growing-op 
years” in Augusta. He now re- 
sides in Columbus, Georgia. 

“It's the dream of a finune,” 
Mize said. 

Ben Crenshaw and Roger 
Maltbie, who shared die lead 
going into the final round, and 
Jodie Modd each missed the play- 
off by a single shot. 

Crenshaw, the soft-spoken 
Texan known as “gentle ben” to 
his fellow pros, held or shared the 
lead most of the warm, windy day 
and relinquished a share of tire 
top spot-only , when he took three 
from the bade fringe and bogeyed . 
the 17th. 

Crenshaw, the 1984 Masters 
champion, was in the last group 
to finish regulation play and came 


to the 18th needing a birdie to tie. 

He faced a 20-footer and 
watched in dismay as his putt slid 
by the bole. 

He and Maltbie, an easy-going 
35-year-old who hung around the 
top most of the final round, each 
shot 74 over the last 18 holes and 
finished at 286, two shots under 
par. 

Mudd, the beneficiary of a 
magnificent start, also was at that 
figure after a dosing 69. Starting 
play five shots back, he bolted in 
contention with a birdie-eagle- 
birdie beginning. 

All three either ted or shared 
tiie lead at one point or another 
over tiie last 18 holes. 

Curtis Strange and Benhard 
Langer of West Germany each 
got to within a single shot at one 
point or another. 

But Strange played the back 
nine in '40 and fell out of ,11. 
Lange’s last hope disappeared 
with his second shot into tiie 
water of the 15th bole. 

Langer dropped bade into a tie 
for seventh at 289, three shots 
back of the group tied for fourth. 

Also at one over par. were 
Tom Watson. Jay Haas, D.A. 
Weibring and Jack Nicklaus, who 
made a gallant attempt at defend- 
ing the sixth Masters title be won 
a year ago. 

“A lot of funny things can 
happen in the last round of the 
Masters, so you just keep playing 
ami hope you don’t hear any 
singing,” Nicklaus said. 

He ran in a 15-foot putt for an 
eagle 'on the 13th but couldn’t 
make anything else happen and 
finished with a 70.- , .. - j -> 

Watson, twice a winner bere : 
and stftl trying to fight his way chit 
of a slump, had a 72. Wribring 
shot 71, Haas 73 and Langer 76, 
including 40 on the bade nine. 


4 countries 
still bidding 
to stage 1994 
World Cup 


ZURICH (R) — Four countries 
are still interested in hosting the 
1994 World Cup Soccer Funds, 
the Int ernati onal Football Fed- 
eration (FIFA) said Monay. 

A press spokeswoman said that 
after -studying FIFA’s require- 
ments the national associations of 
Brazil, Chile, Morocco and the 
United States had confirmed 
their applications by the April 10 
deadline. 

Algeria, Benin and South 
Korea had also originally applied 
but South Korea pulled out with- 
out explanation and the spokes- 
woman told Reuters: “We have 
not heard anything from Algeria 
and Benin and must assume they 
have withdrawn.” 

The final decision will be taken 
by FIFA’s Executive Committee 
in Zurich on June 30 next year 
with Brazil widely regarded as 
favourites. 


WAFIQ ALTILLAWI AND SONS CO. 

Tyres Branch, Amman 


MOOUZKMC PNEUMATIC MJOVt ■UXVPACTUNEH OF NEW TYRES PMOOUCnON DC PNEU9 NEU» 


Announces the arrival of a 
large assortment of all 
kirios of tyres from univer- 
sal brands, tor aU kinds of 
service, taxi cars, pick 

ups. tipping tomes, trac- 
tors Tyres are sold at ~ 
competitive prices. Prices f 
include fitting and electro- 
nic balancing for wheels. 


Waflq A] TTHawl and 
** — Co. 

Branch, Mahatta 
Opposite Ford 


firm, 

P.O. Box 2523 



Kasparov, Korchnoi share lead after 3 rounds 


BRUSSELS (AP) — World 
Chess Champion Garri Kasparov 
and Swiss Grandmaster Victor 
Korchnoi shared the lead after 
Sunday’s third round in the Brus- 
sels “Super Grandmaster’ Chess 
Tournament with perfect scores 
of three points each. 

Dutch Grandmaster Jan Tim- 
man remained a half point behind 
the leaders after escaping with a 
draw against Eugenio Torre of 
the Philippines. . 

Kasparov, the Soviet champion 
who celebrated his 24th birthday 
Monday, defeated Belgian Inter- 
national Master Luc Winauts 
with an elegant attack that des- 
troyed his opponent's stubborn 
resistance. The match was 
awarded a special prize for the 
day's best game chosen by a poll 
of spectators. 

“It was a beautiful finish, but 
Winants missed a chance to 
draw,”- commented French Inter- 
national Master Bacfaar Kouatly, 
whose opinion was echoed by 
Kasparov after the game. 

Korchnoi, a 56-year-old Soviet 
defector, triumphed against En- 
glish Grandmaster Nigel Short 
with a crushing victory with the 
disadvantageous black pieces. 

Experts said Short, the seventh 
ranked player in the world, has 
played disappointingly so far, 
scoring one draw and two losses. 

Anatoly Karpov of the Soviet 
Union, the second ranked player 


in the world, adjourned with a 
winning advantage against 
Ridsud Meuldeis of Belgium. 

Expats said Meulders might 
resign bis hopeless endgame posi- 
tion before play is rearmed. 

Jonny Van "Der Wiel of Hol- 
land pulled up from last place by 
drawing with Yugoslav Grand- 
master Ljubomir Ljubejovic. 

West Germany’s Robert Hueb- 
uer has been forced to withdraw 
from tiie tournament because of a 
stomach illness. 


A news release from chief arbi- 
ter Geurt Gijssen announced be- 
fore Sunday's round that his place 
had been taken by former world 
champion Mikhail Tair 
Tal, 50, held the world title 
from 1960 until 1961 and is cur- 
rently the 11th ranked player in 
the world. He was originally in 
Brussels to comment on the 
games for the Soviet press. 

In his game Sunday, Tal played 
a solid draw against Danish 
Grandmaster Bent Larsen. 


Ajax returns to the top 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Ajax . a lively second period which was 
Amsterdam returned to the top interrupted when fireworks were 


of the Dutch soccer first division 
when they beat Veendam 4-0 
■while PSV Eindhoven were held 
1-1 at Feyenoord Rotterdam. 

A last minute error by goal- 
keeper Hans Van Breukdcn dep- 
rived PSV of a victory that would 
have kept them in font. The 
Dutch international gave away an 
unnecessary free kick from which 
Keje Motenaar equalised for 
Feyenoord in the top match of 
the day. 

Ruud Gullit, the striker who 
moves to AC Milan at the end of 
the season in a $8. 5-million trans- 
fer, shot PSV ahead in the 78th 
minute and Danish international 
midfielder Frank Amesen had a 
goal disallowed for offside during 


let off in the 25,000 crowd. 

Ajax cruised to an easy win 
over 17tb-placed Veendam with 
two goals each from Jan Wouters 
and Marco Van Basteu. 

Van Basten, also bound for 
Milan next season, showed little 
sign of discomfort from a right 
ankle problem which last week 
was scanned by special apparatus 
more regularly used at the Uni- 
versity Hospital in Utrecht for 
locating bram tumours. 

The free-scoring striker had an 
operation on his left ankle last 
December. 

Club Doctor Otto Stibbe called 
the $25,000 scan “a very special 
investigation for a very special 
player.” - ■ 


Court blocks extradition of fans 


LONDON (AP) — Twenty-six 
English soccer fens Monday won 
a high court reprieve blocking 
their extradition to Belgium to 
face manslaughter charges arising 
out of the 1985 Heysel stadium 
riot in which 39 people died. 

High court judge Sir Tasker 
Wa tkins said ft was with deep 
regret that he granted writs of 
habeas corpus, freeing the 26 
from the immediate threat of 
being returned to Belgium. 

He ruled that extradition 
orders made by a London magis- 
trate on March 3 were flawed 
because the correct legal proce- 
dures bad not been followed. 


major dub competitions. 

Sir Wa tkins said the extradition 


reprieve could have been avoided 
with more careful observation of 


the legal requirements. 

He said that for the English 
evidence -in the case to be 
admissible in. extradition pro- 
ceedings, it had to be duly aut- 
henticated and put before a 
magistrate within two months of 
the fans’ arrest in September last 
year. 


The judge said the decision was 
'‘deeply regrettable, having re- 
gard to the horrifying circumst- 
ances from which the extradition 
proceedings sprung.” 

The ruling came at the end of 
an appeal by the 26 fens, all 
supporters nLJJveipool, against 
being sent to Belgium to stand 
trial for their role in the riots, at 
the May 29, 1985, European 
Champions Cup fixial between 
the English, club and Juventus of 
Italy. 

Fierce fighting at the game left 
39 people dead, all but five of 
them Italians, and injured 276 
others. 

The rioting was widely blamed 
on the Liverpool fens and as a 
result, the governing body of 
European soccer, UEFA, banned 
English teams indefinitely from 
playing in the continent’s three ' 


The. .authentication had not 
taken place in time, he said, and 
there was therefore have been 
issued last month. 

Mr. Michael Sherrard, an 
attorney acting on behalf of the 
Belgian government, said author- 
ities in Brussels would continue 
to press for extradition “by the 
most expeditious route.” 

He told the court it was not yet 
dear whether a counter-appeal 
would be made to Britain’s 
House of Lords or whether the 
Belgian government would start 


fresh extradition proceedings by 
British police 


flying out 
nesses. 


wit- 


Taking English witnesses to 
Belgium to give their evidence in 
renewed proceedings, Mr. Sher- 
rard said, would overcome tiie 
high court's objection that’ 
evidence given in England fell 
four of the law on a procedural 
technicality. 

Sir W atkins agreed that, if the 
English evidence had been taken 
to Belgium and given to the 


Prost wins Brazilian Grand Prix 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
World champion driver Alain 
Prost launched his campaign for a 
third consecutive Formula One 
title Sunday with a hard-fought 
win in the Brazilian Grand Pnx, 
the first of the 1987 series. 

Frenchman Prost’s McLaren 
set an average speed of 184.592 
kilometres per hour during the ' 
306.891 kilometre race, beating 
Brazilian Nelson Piquet, second 
in a Williams, and Swede Stefan 
Johansson, third in a McLaren. 

Fourth was Austrian Gerhard 
Berger in a Ferrari and fifth 
Belgian Thierry Boutsen driving 
a Benetton. Britain’s Nigel Man- 
sell, who started the race in pole 
position, fought bade after bur- 
sting -a rear tyre to take sixth 
place in his Williams. 

Frost's fourth win at the 5.031 
kilometre Jacarepagna circuit was 
marked by -frequent leadership 
switches , in the fust half Of the 
race as’ the tortaous, high-speed 
track and the searing heat forced 
early tyre changes. 

Piquet switched tyres twice be- 
fore die 31-lap halfway mark but 
Prost delayed his second change 
until he had built up a sufficient 
margin to still be in the lead when 
he roared out of the pits ahead of 
Ms Brazilian rival on the 40th lap. 

From tthen'on the 32-year-old 
Frenchman held a commanding 
lead, finishing the race over 40 


seconds ahead of Piquet in one 
hour, 39 minutes, 45.141 seconds 
to take his 25th Grand Prix vic- 
tory. 

Prost proved his McLaren to be 
fester on the straight than the 
Honda-powered Williams, which 
look last year’s Constructors 
championship, when he passed 
Mansell twice in exactly the same 
spot at the end of the long grand- 
stand straight. 

The fastest lap speed was 
clocked by Piquet in one minute, 
33.861 seconds, just 0.215 
seconds slower than his track- 
record set last year. 

Brazilian .Ayrton. Senna, who 
challenged hard for much of the 
race, pulled out when his Lotus 
developed engine trouble after 50 
laps. 

Senna’s teammate Satoru 
Nakajima of Japan finished his 
first Formula One Grand Prix in 
seventh place, two laps- behind 
the winners but a lap ahead "df 
Italian Michele Alboreto’s Fer- 
rari. 

Prost said after the race he was 
surprised by his victory as he was 
not expecting his new McLaren to 
perform so well. 

“I was worried by die perform- 
ance of my new car, considering 
that many dungs were changed if 
we compare it to last year's car. I 
was a bit surprised with my vic- 
tory as I predicted my car would 


Lakers snap 
Phoenix 
winning streak 


NEW YORK (AP) — The sun is 
setting on the race for the 16 
National Basketball Association 
(NBA) playoff spots. 

Phoenix, ninth in the Western 
Conference, delayed the clin- 
ching of post-season berths by 
winning seven consecutive 
games, but that streak was 
broken by a 119-104 loss Sunday 
night to the Los Angles Lakers, 
who won their 10th straight. 

The defeat clinched a spot in 
the Western Conference playoffs 
for the Seattle Supersonics and, 
with three games remaining, put 
Denver within one victory or 
another loss by the Suns of clin- 
ching the eighth and final berth. 
The Eastern Conference’s eight 
playoff teams were determined 
earlier. 

The Suns had won two over- 
time games during their seven- 
game winning streak, but they fell 
short down die stretch after cat- 
ting a 17-point deficit to three in 
the fourth period. 


UNFURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 
RENT 

Modem apartment with three bedrooms, large living - 
dining rooms, kitchen, two bathrooms, balcony, telephone 
line and extra facilities. 

Location: Shmeisani, Birds Garden street. 


Call: 662862, 604922 


' HOUSE FOR RENT 


A folly-furnished house, 3 bedrooms, dining, sitting room, large 
garden. C.H. and telephone at Mar] A1 Hamam. 


Pis call 892435, 8 ajn. 1600 hrs 
892840, 1600 - 2000 hrs. 


Finn wins Belgian Grand Prix 


WUUSTWEZEL (R) — Pekka Vehkonen of Finland Sunday won 
the Belgian 250 cc Motocross Grand Prix, taking third place in the 
first leg and winning the second. 

His success came after Belgium's Eric Geboers had briefly 
established command in both heats without winning either. 

Little-known Dutchman Leo Combee on a Kawasaki started 
fastest in the first heat and maintained a narrow lead unt i l the ninth 
lap when former world 125 cc champion Geboers surged past on his 
Honda. 

But Geboers, third in last year's 500 cc world championship, got 
into trouble when his engine cut off as he enjoyed a comfortable 
margin. He dropped to sixth before recovering to take fourth 
position. 

Combee, who looked set for victory after Geboers' fall, was 
eventually overhauled in the last lap by Sweden’s Jorgen Nilsson. 

.Nilsson, eager to confirm his supremacy, made a poor start in the 
second heat and was in last position only to come back strongly and 
finish sixth. 

Geboers took command on the second lap but surrendered his 
chance in the third when he fell. This time he recovered to move 
back up to second place. 

The 24-year-old Geboers almost overhauled Vekhonen but tfie 
Finn held on to win by a fraction of a second. 


Graf wins first title 
defence against Maleeva 


HILTON HEAD, S.C. (R) — 
Steffi Graf made her first-ever 
defence of a title a successful one 
with a 6-2, 4-6, 6-3 victory over 
Manuela Maleeva .in the final of 
the $300,000 Hilton Head 
Women’s Tennis Championships. 

Graf, the top seed and ranked 
second in the world, won 
$60,000. The sixth-seeded Bulga- 
rian earned $27,000. 

Grafs Hilton Head victory a 
year ago was the first cham- 
pionship of the West German’s 
career and so Sunday’s win had 
special meaning for her. 


“It’s the first title I’ve ever 
defended,” Graf said. “It’s a spe- 
cial tournament for me." 

Graf dominated Maleeva in the 
first set, using her powerful fore- 
hand and low, sliced backhand to 
win key points from the back- 
court. 

In the second set, Graf began 
to rash, anxious to close out the 
match instead fen behind 4-1. 

Maleeva dropped serve in the 
seventh game and Graf drew 
even at 44 but was broken for the 
-set as Maleeva took it 6-4 on 
Grafs backhand error. 
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examining magistrate there, legal 
objections could have been 
avoided. 

The court ordered that the 26 
fens should remain free on bail 
pending the next move. If new 
proceedings are started, bail in 
the original case will lapse be- 
■ cause each fen will have to be 
individually recharged, the court 
said. 

After the judgement. Sir Harry 
Livermore, solicitor- for seven of 
the Liverpool fens, said English 
authorities had blundered. 

‘They have got a lot of egg on 
their feces,'* he said, adding, 
however, that his clients had only 
been granted a temporary re- 
prieve. 

“It leaves these men in the 
position they were before they 
were arrested,” said Mr. Liver- 
more. “I think it is very unfair to 
have this still hanging over them 
after what they have been 
through over the past six to eight 
months since proceedings started 
in September. And it is now 
nearly two years since the events 
took place.” 

The procedural errors had 
“made a laughing-stock of The 
whole situation,” he said, involv- 
ing weeks and weeks of hearings 
and expensive legal fees. 

“This expense is going to go on 
interminably. Fresh extradition 
proceedings can be started by 
sfopping all the English witnesses 
over to Belgium. But in my view 
it would be very unfair,” Mr. 
Livermore said. 
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only be better within three 
weeks, in Imola,” he told repor- 
ters. 

Prost brushed aside complaints 
by other drivers about the tyres, 
saying they had performed better 
than be had expected. 

He attributed his fourth victory 
at Rio, the most by any driver, to 
teamwork and experience. 

“Our team worked perfectly. I 
tried to save my tyres on' the 
corners and I think our planning 
worked. I know the Rio track 
very well. I know how to take 
advantage of the heat and of the 
tyres — that’s called experience,” 
he added. 

Prost's teammate Stefan 
' Johannsson said he had been 
pleasantly surprised by winning a 
place on the podium in his first 
outing for McLaren. 

“Since I was driving for the 
. .first time forJVIcLaren and the car 
~ was new to me, in the beginning 1 
• was worried about saving as much 
as possible because I wanted to 
end the race. Third place was a 
pleasant surprise.” 

Nakajima was pleased with his 
result in ins debut on the circuit. 
- “I thought I had a fantastic start 
in Formula One. I'm very pleased 
with seventh place. At the start I 
was using second gear too quick- 
ly. After a while things im- 
proved,” the Japanese driver 
said. 
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London exchange rates Texaco files for protection under bankruptcy laws 


— Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leadmg world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
tne London foreign exchange -and bullion markets on Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.6250/60 

1-3020/25 

1.8080/87 

2.0395/0405 

1.4965/75 

37.43/46 

6.0140/90 

1289/1290 

142,35/45 

6.3075/3125 

6.7850/7900 

6.8150/8200 


One ounce of gold 436.00/436.50 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lira 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crown 
Norwegian crowns 
D anish crowns 

U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Equities were lower in late trading after what 
man y de alers described as a dull session, with volume light and the 
majority of business inter-professional. At 1430 GMT the FTSE 100 
share index was down 15.9 points at 1,920.8, having drifted down 
from an opening high of 1,925.2. 

Shares were marked lower at the outset on worries that the recent 
ineffective G-5 and G-7 meetings will make for farther dollar 
weakness and hit major exporting companies' earnings. 

Anxiety over a possible trade war with Japan and uncertainty over 
the date of the next U.K. general election also helped engender a 
lack of interest, dealers said. 

Many operators were also content to keep to the sidelines because 
nervousness over the hear term trend on Wall Street, given worries 
that U.S. interest rates-may have to rise to defend the weak U.S. 
currency. They said any increase in U.S. interest rates would make a 
further cut in current U.K. 10 per cent base rates less likely. 

“Given the forthcoming election and interest rate worries, equities 
will draw their direction from the U.S. market in the coming sessions 
...but, unless there is a dramatic sell-off in the states the market here " 
will not fell very modi further," one equity dealer speculated. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Oil giant 
Texaco Inc., fighting an $11 bil- 
lion judgment in favour of Penn- 
zoil Co., filed Sunday for protec- 
tion from creditors under federal 
bankruptcy laws. It is the biggest 
U.S. industrial company to take 
die drastic step. 

The filing under chapter n of 
the U.S. bankruptcy code does 
not mean Texaco is insolvent and 
should have little or no effect on 
its day-to-day operations. But it 
means Pennzoil will be unable to 
seize any Texaco assets inde- 
finitely. 

Texaco officials stressed that 
the action should have no affect 
on consumers, because the sub- 
sidiaries that market consumer 
products, such as gasoline sta- 
tions, are not included in the 
bankruptcy action. 
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by Texaco, the nation’s third- 
largest oil company, as a tactical 
measure to stall Pennzoil and' 
pressure the rival into a settle- 
ment of their two-year-old court 
battle, in whicb Pennzoil accused 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: You are able to work out 
some cooperative arrangements with associates, so con- 
tact them today. Investigate all the phases of your 
current activities. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Finish talks and make 
contracts with others. Civic work can be handled today. 
Keep any promises you have made. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Handle whatever work 
you need to do, but later make new contacts and look 
into new interests. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Make arrangements for 
pleasure in the days ahead, then get busy at your work 
and continue until it's done. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) It’s a good 
day to make the improvements at home that are sorely 
needed. Be cheerful and enthused. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Discuss with associates what 
is best to do to become more successful and band 
.together mean wisely: 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Add new touches to pro- 
perty. and other possessions so they become more 
valuable. Don't waste time foolishly. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Be charming and 
magnetic with everyone you see today. Make an effort 
to see good friends now. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Get together with 
cooperative friends and form an alliance to get a mutual 
project working efficiently. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You make 
greater progress by combining your efforts with those 
of others, so don’t go it alone. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Handle dvic or 
credit affaire wisely now and you can make your prestige 
soar to new heights. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Study how to im- 
prove your present set-up. Try to meet one who is 
famous and can be of help to you. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Your hunches concern- 
ing your mate are accurate now and you can have a 
closer relationship. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he, or she, 
will get along well with just about anyone who comes 
in contact with him, or her, audit would be wise to slant 
the education along lines of work in humanitarian pro- 
fessions. One who can balance any standpoints wisely 
and finish any project tackled. 


THE Daily Crossword by Roger Coburn 


ACROSS 
1 Applies 
■gray 
5 Mention 
9 Hog stone 

13 Concerning 

14 “A Bel for — 

16 Centres of 
music 

17 LOce — of 
bricks 

18 Tropical fish 

20 Statutes 

21 — de deux 

22 Foots the Ml 

23 Prized none 

25 -Bet—' * 

28 Swagger 

27 Arranged 


33 Object 
35 Krona earner 
38 Hautboy 


planned merger between Penn- 
zoil and Getty Oil Co. 

“Pennzoil has placed its own 
greed above any consideration of 
fundamental fairness or the pub- 
lic welfare,” Mr. James Kin n ear, 
Texaco president and chief ex- 
ecutive officer, told a New York 
news conference. “Penzofl has 
bludgeoned Texaco with un- 
reasonable demands." 

Mr. Kirmear said Texaco was 
forced to seek bankruptcy-law 
protection because the Pennzoil 
judgment was making it harder 
for Texaco to arrange credit. 

Under chapter 11, a company 
continues operating but is 
shielded from creditor lawsuits 

Sri Lanka cuts 
spending by 12% 

COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka’s 
cabinet has ordered a 12 per cent 
spending cut this year by most 
ministries to offset the rising costs 
of its battle against Tamil guerril- 
las, finance ministry officials said 
Monday. 

A senior economist in the 
ministry told Reuters the decision 
would not apply to defence-re- 
lated ministries and those in- 
volved in health and education. 

Defence spending has eaten 
into the government s budget this 
year. Planned spending of 19 
billion rupees ($375 million) has 
already risen by two billion 
rupees ($75 million) .and is ex- 
pected to grow more by the end 
of the year. 

The economist said the plan- 
ned spending cuts were intended 
to satisfy the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), which is 
considering Sri Lanka’s request 
for loans totalling 6.5 billion 
rupees ($240 million). 

The finance ministry said last 
week die country might have to 
return to the pre-1977 era of 
import controls and queues for 
basic commodities if the IMF did 
not approve these loans. 

Finance Minister Ronnie De 
Mel held meetings with the 
World Bank and foe IMF last 
week to discuss their support for 
Sri Lanka’s economy, battered by 
a four-year-pld Tamil guerrilla 
rebellion for a separate state. 


while it works out a way to pay 
debts. The company’s common 
stock likely win continue trading, 
bat Texaco said it would im- 
mediately suspend stock di- 
vidends. 

Texaco has been fighting in 
Texas and federal courts to in- 
verse a 1985 ruling in favour of 
Pennzoil and to lower an order 
that it post security equal to the 
$8-5 billion judgment and in- 
terest 

With S35 billion in assets, Tex- 
aco is foe largest U.S. company 
to ever file for chapter 11 protec- 
tion. The previous record was 
held by Penn Central Carp., 
which had S7 billion in assets 
when it sought protection in 1970. 

Mr. Baine Kerr, chairman of 
Pennzofl’s executive committee 
and former president of the com- 
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Texaco’s move. 

“It shows in my judgment an 
arrogance and disregard for the 
whole judicial process and an 
attempt to use foe bankruptcy 
■ laws improperly," said Mr. Kerr, 
lead negotiator for Pennzoil in 
talks with Texaco over a com- 
promise on the security order. 

Texaco would have bad “no 
difficulty in putting up sufficient 
security to complete the require- 
ments of the law,” Mr. Kerr said. 

The action was filed shortly 
before noon Sunday in federal 
bankruptcy court in White Plains, 
New York, where Texaco is 
headquartered. The company’s 
board of directors met for seven 
hours Saturday and for two hours 
Sunday morning before reaching 
the decision, said Mr. Alfred 
Decrane, chairman of foe board. 

“We felt action was necessary 
before foe markets open tomor- 
row,” said Mr. Decrane. 


Asked about analysts' predic- 
tions that a reorganisation would 
cause Texaco stock to dive, Mr. 
Kinnear predicted it would 
bounce back after the public real- 
ises the subsidiaries are not 
affected. 

Texaco attorney Harvey Miller 
said a settlement could still be 
reached with Pennzoil while Tex- 
aco is in bankruptcy proceedings. 

Last week, the U.S. Supreme 
Court rejected a lower court's 
rating freeing Texaco from post- 
ing the huge bond, increasing 
pressure on Texaco to settle with 
Pennzoil or to file for bankruptcy 
court protection. 

In 1985, a jury in Houston 
found that Texaco unlawfully in- 
terfered with a 1984 merger 
agreement between ;Pennzo£j and 
Getty by trying to buy Getty, and 
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in damages. 

The Texas Court of Appeals in 
February cut that by $2 billion, 
but with interest Texaco now 
owes about $11 billion and is 
required by Texas law to post a 
bond in that amount pending its 
appeal. 

‘ In January, U.S. district judge 
Diaries Brieant, in White Plains, 
agreed with Texaco's claim that 
posting the bond, then $12 bil- 
lion, could bankrupt the com- 
pany, thus denying it its constitu- 
tional right to appeal the verdict. 

But the U.S. Supreme Court 
on April 6 said Judge Brieant was 
wrong to have beard foe case 
before it first had been fully aired 
in foe Texas courts. 

Texaco responded that it would 
appeal the Texas bonding law in 
the Texas courts promptly, and 
on Friday it filed papers with the 
Texas Court of Appeals. The 
court scheduled a hearing for 


Monday. 

Mr. Kerr said Texaco had nev- 
er made a substantial offer during 
the negotiations. 

“They talked a lot about mak- 
ing a settlement offer, but the fact 
is that they have never offered 
anything substantial or anything 
close to what we or anybody else 
would have expected or thought 
to be appropriate.” 

Pennzoil made a counter-prop- 
osal to Texaco’s board, but “their 
response was filing for bankrupt- 
cy,” Mr. Kerr said. 

In addition to Texaco's parent 
company, Texaco. Inc., two finan- 
cial subsidiaries — Texaco Capit- 
al N.V. and Texaco Capital Inc. 
— also filed for reorganisation. 

The subsidiaries not included 
in the action indude Texaco Pro- 
ducing Inc., Texaco Services Inc., 


Banking committee 
to settle problem 

loans in S.Arabia 

RIYADH (AP) — The ministry of finance has set up 
a hanking disputes committee to settle the problem 
loans of commercial banks in the kingdom, banking 
sources reported Sunday. 
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and Marketing Inc., Texaco Che- 
mical Co., Texaco Overseas 
Holdings Inc., Texaco Trading 
and Transportation Inc., Texaco 
International Trader Inc. and re- 
maining foreign subsidiaries. 

Texaco's products included 
gasoline, diesel fuel, Havoline 
motor o0, home heating oil, avia- 
tion and marine fuels, Texaco 
anti-freeze coolant, petrochemic- 
als, industrial lubricants, hyd- 
raulic oils, metal-working oils and 
greases. 

Texaco, foe nation's eighfo- 
largest industrial company, was 
founded in 1902 as for Texas Co. 
following the discovery of ofl the 
year before near Beaumont, 
Texas. 

It has 55,000 employees and 
had after-tax profits in 1986 of 
S725 million on $32.6 billion in 
revenues. Among ofl companies, 
only the Exxon Corp. ana Mobil 
Corp. are larger. 


The committee will function 
under the auspices of foe Saudi 
Monetary Agencv. known as 
SAMA. 

The sources, speaking on con- 
dition they not be named, said 
other rulings by foe ministry in- 
cluded permission for banks to 
bold mortgages as collateral and 
suspension of a withholding tax 
when bankers borrow offshore. 

According to these sources, 
most of the moves were 
announced in a special March 22 
meeting between foe minister of 
finance and national economy. 
Sheikh Mohammad Abal Khail, 
and foe kingdom's top bankers. 

Sheikh Abal Khail ann ounced 

that the kingdom's public notar- 
ies were instructed to register 
mortgages with banks. This has 
not been taking place since mid- 
1981, and has deprived banks of 
leverage in banking disputes. 

Sheikh Abal Khail also 
announced the new committee to 
arbitrate on loan disputes was 
bang established at SAMA, the 


Japan-U.S. trade row spurs 
slide for dollar, Tokyo stocks 


TOKYO (R) — A wave of pes- 
simism in Japan over the coun- 
try’s trade problems with the Un- 
ited States triggered a dollar slide 
and a plunge for the nervous 
Tokyo stockmarket Monday. 

The dollar ended at 142-50 yen 
after opening at a Tokyo low of 
141.85 yen, which was down 
more than one yen from 142.90 
yep at foe dose in New York on 
Friday. 

The U.S. currency also dosed 
at 1.8058 marks against 1.8105 in 
New York. 

Its morning low spurred the 
Bank of Japan to rush Into the 
market buying dollars to prevent 
foe yen from rising further, deal- 


ers said. 

The dollar already had been 
heavily sold last week on foe U.S. 
resolve to implement tariffs on 
C00 million worth of Japanese 
electronic goods from April 17, 
but Japan's wanting that it may 
retaliate if Washington imposes 
the levies sparked even more 
dollar-selling. dealers said. 

Stock investors, who were wor- 
ried that a stronger yen and the 
mounting trade friction could 
hurt Japanese exports even furth- 
er, be gan to dump their holdings, 
brokers said. 

The stockmarket went into a 
quick spin, with the average in 
the afternoon plummeting as 


much as 571.01, which brokers 
said was the sharpest nosedive 
ever experienced in a single day. 
The index, however, soon re- 
gained some of its losses and 
ended the day down 297.05 at 
22,91954. 

The sell-off, nearly seven 
shares to two, centred on electric- 
al, real-estate, gas, oil, construc- 
tion, car, pharmaceutical and re- 
tail shares, brokers said. 

Confidence in both the dollar 
and the stockmarket had been 
further damaged by foe election 
setback for Prune Minister Yasu- 
hiro Nakasone’s ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) in Sun- 
day’s nationwide local elections. 


Takeover battle begins for Dome Petroleum 


This committee will try to 
find a way to establish a legal 
framework for payment of bank 
loans. Sheikh Abal KhaD said, 
according to the sources. 

Tbe problem of bad loans shar- 
pened across the yetis bec ame 
while the ofl-rich kingdom has a 
modem Western banking system, 
it operates by Islamic Sharia or 
law, which does not permit in- 
terest. 

Tbe kingdom’s religious scho- 
lars, the ulema, say foal the ban 
on interest or rib’a, indndes afl 
forms of interest. Mam considers 
both the giver and taker of in- 
terest as sinful. 

Some scholars, who are in the 
minority, argue that tbe prophet 
•was refecting to excessive interest 
when he condemned usury. Tins 
is rejected by the kingdom's 

nlirna 

Until now, a religious or Sharia 
court would order a debtor to pay 
only the principal, not tbe in- 
terest portion of a loan. 

Bankers lost every case they 
put forward. 

Because of this, bankers made 
large provisions for what they 
perceived to be nearly uncoflect- 
aMe debts. 

Tbe new hanking disputes coxn- 


mittec will use powers of persua- 
sion to try and achieve results, 
according to the sources. It can- 
not overrule the Sharia law. 

The sources were enthusiastic 
however about foe moves be- 
cause it showed that the ministry 
of finance and SAMA were work- 
ing ro improve foe Saudi banking 
environment. 

They said that the new commit- 
tee will take all commercial dis- 
putes now being handled by tbe 
Sharia courts and ministry of 
commerce. But though the com- 
position of tbe three-man com- 
mittee has yet to be decided, tbe 
ministry of commerce has already 
started sending cases over, said 
foe sources. 

When asked if the small com- 
mittee would be overloaded, 
Sheikh Abal Khail replied that 
other committees could be estab- 
lished as well, they reported. 

They estimated that there may 
be over 500 cases pending. 

“I think foal formation of the 
committee is the right step, and a 


one prominent Saudi banker told 
the Associated Press. 

Although most foreign bankers 
were supportive of tbe new 
moves, several expressed only 
gu arded opti mis m that it would 
succeed. 

An earlier initiative to super- 
sede Sharia courts through a com- 
mittee at the min i st r y of com- 
merce was wi thdra w n shortly 
after religions opposition 
appe are d. 

The kingdom’s 11 commercial 
banks, of which nine are joint- 
vent u re, have seen their profits 
eroded by the economic recession, 
that has gripped tbe country since 
tire hn of ofl prices in the early 
198 0s, as ide from a slew of non- 
perfonnmg loans. 

If the committee works, it wfll 
be expected to be favourable to 
tite banks.. Tbe' new moves by the 
government are Hengnwl to en- 
courage lending 

Not one of the kingdom's com- 
mercial banks reported increases 
in loans and advances this year. 
With the number of loans issoed 
by the specialised credit af wcks 
and foe private banks faffing 
rapidly. Saudi b usi n e s ses are be- 
coming credit-starved. 


TORONTO (K) — Thmscanada 
Pipelines Ltd. Sunday said it was 
sedting to acquire debt-burdened 
Dome Petroleum Ltd. for $3.22 
billion, but Dome- said it would 
continue to pursue'other options. 

Dome, winch has massive oil 
and gas landholdings in Canada, 
said the Transcanada announce- 
ment “violated the terms and spirit 
of a confidentiality agreement en- 
tered iqto with prospective pur- 
chasers,” and that it was 


apparently timed to- prevent 
Dome from considering other 
proposals. 

Dome added, however, that its 
management and financial advis- 
ers are evaluating all proposals, 
including that from Tra ns ca n ada. 

Transcanada chief financial 
officer, Mr. H. Neil Nichols, said 
after reading tbe Dome news 
release be was surprised at the 
vehemence of the statement and 
denied that Transcanada was 
trying to usurp other bids. 


“I find (Dome’s statement) 
very bothersome. Once tbe board 
made tbe decision to authorise 
the proposal, it had a legal obliga- 
tion to announce it,” he said. Mr. 
Nichols said he did not know the 
identity of the other bidders, nor 
foe terms of other offers.” 
Earlier, Mr. Nichols bad said: 
“We think it would be a good 
economic transaction, since we 
are already in the oil and gas 
business. All of Dome's assets arc 
attractive at an economic price.” 


Borg- Warner agrees to buyout 

NEW YORK (R) — The Chicago-based Borg-Wamer Corpora- 
tion, facing an unwanted takeover bid from the GAF Corporation, 
has agreed to a $4.23 billion buyout from a c ryiq Moy to be formed by 
Merrill Lynch Capital Partners. Borg-Warner, which is in many 
busi n esses, including chemicals, plastics and automotive parts, and 
Wall Street’s Merrill said Sunday they had entered a tM i ni tw i i* 
merger agreement. They said A.V. Holdings, a subsidiary of the 
new company, would begin a $48.50 per share cadi tender offer 
Tuesday for 77.6 million shares, or 89 per cent, of Borg-Wamer 
common stock. The offer will be followed by a merger in which 
each remaining share win be converted into and A_V. 
Holdings debentures- 
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, Portugal sign Macao deal 


PEKING (R) — China and Portugal Monday signed 
an agreement to end more than four centuries of 
Portuguese rule over the tiny territory of Macao and 
return it to Chinese control in 1999. 

Prime Ministers Than Ziyang national reunification,” Mr. 
of China and Anibal Cavaco Silva Zhao said, 
of Portugal s ig ned the accord in fhfna wants to win back the 
the Great Hall of the People, nationalist-ruled island of Taiwan 
sealing the future of Macao, a under the same formula, 
sleepy place compared with its “The successful settlement of 
bustling neighbour Hong Kong the question of Macao has proven 
and best known for its casinos and will continue to prove that 
and annual motor race. the concept of ‘one country, two 

Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping systems' is realistic and therefore 
and President Li Xiannian joined definitely viable.” Mr. Zhao said, 
in toasts at a glittering chain- He described the issue of 
pagoe ceremony to celebrate the Macao as a question of left over 
return of Macao two years after from history and said the Sino- 
Hong Kong reverts to Chinese Portuguese agreement laid a solid 
rule in 1997. foundation for the territory’s 

In a speech after the signing, long-term stability and develop- 
Mr. Zhao hailed the formula meet. 

under which Macao, like Hong Declaring that a cycle of Portu- 
Kong. is to keep its capitalist guese history had ended with 
economic system for 50 years Monday’s signing, Mr. Cavaco 
after the handover. Silva said he was very proud of 

“The principle of ‘one country, the agreement and that it estab- 
two systems,’ is an important state lished new perspectives for Sino- 
policy formulated by China to Portuguese relations, 
accomplish its great cause of He said Portugal would do 


everything to maintain Macao’s 
stability and promote economic 
development. 

Under the agreement, Macao 
will become a special administra- 
tive region after the handover of 
power on Dec. 20, 1999, retaining 
a high degree of autonomy, ex- 
cept in foreign affaire and de- 
fence. 

Macao's population of 

300.000 includes more than 

40.000 holders of Portuguese 
passports. 

China has said its own nation- 
als who are in this category will 
be able to use their Portuguese 
passports after 1999 but would 
not be entitled to Portuguese 
consular protection in Macao or 
elsewhere in China. 

At a meeting before the cere- 
mony, Mr. Deng told the Portu- 
guese prime minister that the 
agreement was an instructive ex- 
ample on how to resolve prob- 
lems between two states by nego- 
tiation. 

Mr. Deng said Monday the 
policies of refbnn and opening to 
the outside world would continue 
for at least 70 years, the New 


China News Agency reported 

“Any change will only lead to 
opposition by the Chinese peo- 
ple,” Mr. Deng said at the meet- 
ing with Mr. Cavaco Silva. 

“Our reforms and open policy 
will remain unchanged for at least 
70 years, and the more de- 
veloped China becomes the 
more impossible it will be to sever 
international ties,” the agency 
quoted Mr. Deng as saying. 

Western diplomats in Peking 
have said China's international 
trade has been disrupted this year 
because of fears among foreign 
businessmen that Mr. Deng’s re- 
forms are threatened by a re- 
emergence of traditional Com- 
munist ideas. 

The news agency quoted Mr. 
Deng as telling Mr. Cavaco Silva 
that it was impossible for China 
to change its policies when it 
needed the international market. 

“The settlement of the Macao 
question has provided experience 
for settling international disputes 
and eliminating the world's hot 
spots," the agency quoted Mr. 
Deng as saying. 


Nakasone’s party suffers 
setback in local elections 
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WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
officials, fearing the new U.S. 
embassy in Moscow is so riddled 
with listening devices it may have 
to be torn down, say Secretary of 
State George Shultz will raise the 
issue in his Kremlin talks. 

“We may have to get to the 
point" of having to raze die new 
embassy building, Arthur Hart- 
man, former U.S. ambassador to 
the Soviet Union, said Sunday. 

President Reagan on Saturday 
warned the Soviet Union that its 
espionage activities had gone too 
far and said Mr. Shultz would 
raise the issue in his talks. Mr. 
Shultz, arriving in Moscow Mon- 
day, is to meet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze and will 
probably also see Soviet leader 
Mikhail" Gorbachev. 

Mr. Hartman, who only recent- 
ly left his Moscow post, said in a 
television interview that he 
accepted responsibility for the 
breakdown in security at the 
embassy. 

“I think T failed in terms of a 
lack of imagination as to whether 
a Marine ... would actually go to 
the extreme of committing 
treason,” he said. 


But Mr. Hartman warned 
against overreacting. “I think we 
should not get in too moralistic a 
position. This is a problem that 
has always been with us, it will 
always be with us,” he said. 

Mr. Hartman said the embas- 
sy's security may have been so 
compromised as to require scrap- 
ping the project, the cost of which 
has been estimated at $190 mil- 
lion. 

“From what we know right 
now, we’li probably have to tear 
it down,” said Rep. Daniel Mica, 
a Florida Democrat who visited 
the new embassy building last 
week and who beads a House of 
Representatives Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee with overnight of 
embassy security. 

Recent allegations that U.S. 
Marines allowed Soviets to pene- 
trate the existing Moscow embas- 
sy and that the new complex has 
been extensively bugged have 
cast a shadow over this week’s 
trip to Moscow by Mr. Shultz. 

Soviet officials have countered 
that they have been the object of 
U.S. snooping efforts and that 
the latest reports of 'Soviet 
espionage activity are part of a 


campaign to undermine U.S.- 
Soviet relations by U.S. hard- 
liners. 

“Some people probably are in- 
terested m spoiling the atmos- 
phere and to make it difficult for 
us to deal with serious problems 
instead of having this scandal 
about the bugging,” former 
Soviet diplomat Valentin Berezh- 
kov said in a television interview. 

Under an agreement between 
die two countries, Soviet Diplo- 
mats will not be allowed to move 
into their new e m bassy office 
building in Washington until the 
United States is ready to open the 
dons of its new Moscow com- 
plex. 

The New York Times said to- 
day the United Stales is angry 
about Soviet espionage at its 
Moscow embassy, but the rend 
source of the anger may be that 
Washington was out-man- 
oeuvred. 

“Both rides bug embassies and- 
develop agents the cause for out- 
rage is that the American ride 
seems to have been badly out- 
smarted,” the newspaper said in 
an editorial. 


Manila foils plot to seize Hindu 


foreign sdioc 

MANILA (R) — A coup plot in 
which disgruntled soldiers plan- 
ned to hold children hostage at 
Manila's International School 
and force President Corazon 
Aquino to step down has been 
“temporarily neutralised,” in- 
telligence sources and a general 
said Monday. 

Brigadier-General Alexander 
Aguirre told reporters forces 
loyal to Mrs. Aquino had taken 
pre-emptive steps by securing the 
school and vital installations the 
rebel group had planned to seize 
before May 11 legislative elec- 
tions. 

He hinted that forces loyal to 
deposed President Ferdinand 
Marcos v.-ere behind the plot, 
saying it was connected with 
three previous coup attempts 
thwarted by the military. 

He called the plot, allegedly 


involving sergeants and other 
low-level ranks, “a last-ditch 
effort” by the group. 

. The intelligence sources said 
1,000 soldiers had been recruited 
for the attempted coup and that it 
would have involved taking hos- 
tages at the International School 
in Manila's Makati financial dis- 
trict. 

They added that the plotters 
* hoped to gain worldwide atten- 
tion and force Mrs. Aquino, De- 
fence Secretary Rafael lleto and 
military chief General Fidel 
Ramos to step down. 

In another challenge to Mrs. 
Aquino, a Muslim guerrilla lead- 
er Monday threatened to bring 
the Philippine, separatist struggle 
to Manila with Communist-style 
assassinations of key officials if 
the government failed to grant 
full autonomy in the south. 


IRA claims killing informer 


BELFAST (R) — The body of a 
man the outlawed Irish Republi- 
can Army (IRA) said it bad killed 
was found dumped in a van early 
Monday m 3 village in Northern 
Ireland, police said. 

A man who said he represented 
the IRA telephoned a nearby 
hospital to say the group had 
killed the man because he was an 
informer. 

In County Fermanagh, west of 
Belfast, mortar bombs hit a 
heavily fortified police station, 
injuring a policeman and damag- 
ing the building, police said. 

The death brought to 25 the 
number of people killed in poli- 


tical violence in the British pro- 
vince since the beginning of the 
year. Ten victims have been 
policemen or soldiers. 

The IRA, which has recently 
stepped up its a tt ac k s in its cam- 
paign to oust Britain from North- 
ern Ireland, on Sunday claimed 
responsibility for killing two 
policemen in the coastal town of 
Portrnsh. 

The two men were shot in the 
back of the head as they patrolled 
the streets of the town, which had 
previously been untouched by 
sectarian dashes between the 
province's Catholics and Protes- 
tants. 
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Q.t— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQ10frl VJ8 0AJ76 *93 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

Pass Pass 1 * Pass 

2 V Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AK7SG 7AKQJ7 093 *6. 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
I # 2 0 Dble Pass 

7 

What action do you take? 

QJ — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*AKQ6 9QS72 0Q9 *A104 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
1 NT Pass Pass Dble 

Pass 2 * * Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4QJ1063 VA8 0765 4Q63 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South 
20 ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K$7 7A10654 OQg *742 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

Pass Pass 1 9 1 * . 

V 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AKJ76 7KB 0862 *668 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North Esst . Sooth 
I 0 Pass 1 NT Pkss 

Pass 2? Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


refugees 
refuse 
to return 
to Punjab 

NEW DELHI, India (AP) — 
More than 1,300 Hindu families 
who fled Sikh terrorism in Punjab 
have refused all inducements to 
leave die capital and return to 
their strife-torn Sikh-dominated 
state, the United News of India 
(UNI) reported. 

UNI said Sunday a committee 
of Hindu and Sikh leaders foiled 
to persuade the 1,336 families 
registered in New Delia to return 
home to Punjab. 

The growing EBndn-Sikh divide 
in the northern Punjab state is 
considered a formidable problem 
for Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

“None of ns will return until 
complete normalcy is restored in 
the state,” said Tflak Raj, presi- 
dent of the Oppressed Hindu 
Families Organisation, the major 
refugee group. 

“We need no persuasion and 
financial help from the govern- 
ment,” said Buta Ram, a mig- 
rant. “We will return to our 
homes, the day Punjab becomes 
normal.” 

Punjab officials said the com- 
mittee offered a package includ- 
ing a lower income group house 
at a fixed price near the capital of 
Chandigarh, an industrial plot 
and a subsidised bank loan of 

25,000 rupees ($2,000). 

At first, 80 families agreed to 
return, said committee Chairman 
Maj. Singh Uboke, the Punjab 
revenue minister. But he said 
they were dissuaded “at the in- 
sistence of some Hindu organisa- 
tions.” 

Hindus in Punjab have fled 
Sikh terrorist killing s of Hindus, 
extortion against Hindu traders, 
as well as hale mail and threats. 

Recently Sikh fundamentalists 
have been attacking Hindu-run 
liquor, cigarette, tobacco, mut- 
ton, poultry shops to enforce a 
new Sikh austerity. 

That campaign, too, has matte 
Hindus flee the state where both 
religions once lived in harmony 
and mingled socially. 

The fell extent of the Hindu 
exodus from Punjab is not 
known. 

Hundreds, perhaps thousands, 
of Hindus have fled strife-tom 
terrorist areas to safer parts of the 
state. Hindus also have moved to 
neighbouring states, but there is 
no complete nationwide total. 

Sikhs, in tun, have fled New 
Delhi and other areas in response 
to backlash riots by Hindus. No 
complete statistics are available. 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone suffered a 
setback in Japan’s weekend local 
elections because of his widely 
unpopular plan to introduce a 
sates tax, political analysts said 
Monday. 

Mr. Nakasone’s liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) held on to 11 
prefectnral governorships but 
failed in a key contest to recap- 
ture a governorship in Fukuoka, 
in southern Japan, which it lost 
four years ago, they said. 

As had been expected, another 
LDP-backed candidate lost to a 
popular incumbent governor in 
Japan’s northernmost island of 
Hokkaido. The incumbent was 
supported by the Japan Socialist 
Party. 

With full results still awaited 
for 2,670 prefectnral assembly 
seats, the LDP had so for lost 92 
seats they held at the time of the 
vote to the Socialists and Com- 
munists. 

Mr. Nakasone fold reporters: 
“I wouldn’t say the proposed five 
per cent sates tax had no effect at 
all, but there were other factors, 
such as a low turnout and un- 
usually cold weather." 

. But Noboru Goto, president of 
the Japan Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry and a long-time 


friend of Mr. Nakasone, said the 
sales tax had obviously had an 
impact on the LDP’s showing. 

“The government should take 
action ( on the sales tax) in regard 
to die people’s wishes,” Mr. 
Goto said. 

The Home Affairs Ministry 
said the average turnout for the 
13 gubernatorial elections was a 
record low 59.78 per cent, while 
the prefecture! assembly polls 
drew an average of 66.66 per 
cent, also a ream! low. 

Opposition parties said they 
regarded the elections as a re- 
ferendum on the tax, part of a 
government move to reform 
Japan’s tax system for the first 
time in 36 years, and would con- 
tinue to demand its withdrawal. 

Mr. Nakasone and other LDP 
leaders have already hinted they 
may delay implementing the tax, 
which bad been scheduled for 
next January, and that they may 
cot its rate. 

Last July Mr. Nakasone led his 
party to a landslide victory, win- 
ning 304 of the 512 seats in the 
lower house. 

But since the introduction of 
the sates tax bill earlier this year, 
public opinion polls hare shown 
his popularity rate rapkfiy felting 
to below 30 per cent. 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Tcunfl 
rebels tied fire civilians to lamp- 
• posts and shot them dead and 
also attacked nrifitry c amps with 
mortar bombs depute the Sri 
Lankan government’s unilateral 
ceasefire, the government said 
Monday. 

It said in a statement that the 
lamp-post killings were commit- 
ted by Liberation Tigeis of Tamil 
Eelam guerrilla group on Satur- 
day night in the eastern district at 
Trincomatee. 

The Tigers hare pinned notes 
ou the victims, three Tamils and 
two Muslims, including a woman, 
saying that they were executed 
for wing traitors, the statement 
said. 

Officials said the Tigers usually 
punished police informants by 
tying them to lamp-posts and 
shooting them in the head. 

Rebels, fighting for an inde- 
j pendent homeland for Tamils on 
the Sinhalese -dominated island, 
attacked military camps on die 
northern Jaffna peninsula with 
mortar bombs on Saturday, when 
the government’s ceasefire came 
into operation, the statement 
said. 

It said its security forces 
adhered to the ceasefire and did 
not retaliate since the home- ; 
made bombs fell short of their 
targets. 

Turee security men were in- 
jured by a rebel mine explosion 
on Saturday near an army camp 
at Thondamanar in Jaffna die 
statement said. 

It said security! forces in the 
main anny camp -in Jaffna Fort 
heard grenade explosions and 
machin e-gun fire from various 
parts of Jaffna city througbont 
Saturday night. 

The statement said it was 
feared the Tigers, the most 
powerful guerrilla group, was kill- 
ing its rivals and those who re- 
fused to join it. 

National Security Minister 
Laiitfa Athulathmudali, announc- 
ing the 10-day ceasefire on Fri- 
day, said the security forces 
would take defensive action if 
they were attacked. 

He said the security forces 
were unilaterally ceasing offen- 
sive action to enable both the 
Sinhalese and Tamil communi- 
ties to celebrate peacefully their 
new year, which dawns Tuesday 
according to astrologers. - 


Chun confirms scrapping plan 
for constitutional reform 


SEOUL (R) — President Chun 
Doo Hwan said Monday he was 
scrapping plans for revising die 
South Korean constitution this 
year but would stand down next 
year as scheduled after presiden- 
tial elections. 

Mr. Chun said in a televised 
speech that confrontation be- 
tween ruling and opposition par- 
ties had made it imposribte to 
achieve a parliamentary accord 
on constitutional change before 
his seven-year term ends on Feb. 


25, 1988. 

Mr. Chon said presidential 
elections would be held later this 
year and his successor would be 
chosen by an Electoral College of 
5,300 people under the constitu- 
tion be drafted- 
“It has become impossible to 

■am end the constitution during my 

tenure ... In accordance with the 
existing constitution, I will turn 
the tans of g ov e rnment over to 
my successor when my term of 
office ends,” he said. 


Hart starts fresh bid for 
Democratic nomination 


DENVER (AP) — Gary Hart, 
buoyed by strong name recogni- 
tion and the confidence of a 
front-runner, sets out Monday for 
the Democratic presidential 
nomination that eluded turn four 
years ago. 

Sen. Hart, 50, scheduled two 
announcements, one at spectacu- 
lar Red Rocks .Amphitheatre 
west of Denver, a natural rock 
formation favoured by concert 
artists in the summertime, and 
the other in downtown Denver. 

“Gary wrote the speech him- 
setf,” campaign director Bill 
Dixon said. “He didn't want it 
written by a committee. Gary 
feels if he can’t stand up and talk 
about why he wants to be presi- 
dent, without a text, be shouldn’t 
.run.” 

Dixon said Sen. Hart originally 
wanted to address reporters on 
the front lawn of his home at 
Troublesome Gulch, west of De- 
nver, but when he was told there 
were to be 162 reporters present, 
and that stands fra- television 
cameras and photographers were 
necessary, he changed his mind. 

Sen. Hart, who challenged the 
1984 Democratic presidential 
nominee Walter Mondale until 
shortly before the 1984 Democra- 
tic National Convention, has 
managed to pay off all but about 
$1.3 mfltion of a campaign debt of 
nearly $5 milli on. 

At a reception Sunday night, 
Dixon told reporters, “that debt 
win be paid before the American 
public begins counting its ballots” 
in the c ur re n t campaign. 

Sen. Hart's collection effort 
will continue a policy from Ins 
1984 campaign. 

“We’re going to pay onr debt 


and we’re going to do it without 
one cent of special-interest poli- 
tical action committee money,” 
Sen. Hart said in February. 

That was the policy that pot his 
1984 effort heavily m debt. 

Now, Sen. Hart faces chal- 
lenges from at least seven Demo- 
cratic challengers. None of them 
has refused to accept money from 
political action committees. 

The/ include Massachusetts 
Governor Michael Dukakis, 53, 
Illinois Senator Paul Simon, 58, 
Delaware Senator Joseph 
Biden, 44; the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, 45; Tennessee Senator 1 
Albert Goto Jr., 39; former Ari- 
zona Governor Bruce Babbitt, 
48; and Missouri Representative 
Richard Gephardt, 46. 

Sen. Hart’s effort has collected 
little support so far from the 
Washington establishment in 
Congress, but campaign staff 
members point out that two other 
eventually successful candidates, 
Ronald Reagan and John F. Ken- 
nedy, bad httte support early in 
their tries. 

Sen. Hart’s slogan at the start 
of his political career in 1974 was, 
“they’ve had their turn, now it’s 
our turn.” 

The slogan helped unseat Peter 
Dominick, Colorado’s respected 
Republican U.S. senator in an 
election fired by Watergate 
(Dominick had termed it “insig- 
nificant”). 

Six years later. Sen. Hart won a 
second term, defeating Colorado 
Secretary of State Mary EstflJ 
Buchanan by about 20,000 votes. 

Sen. Hart chose not to run for 
the Senate in 1986 in order to 
prepare for his presidential bid. 


Pope ends 19 -city tour of Latin America 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Pope 
John Paul II headed for Rome 
after a marathon two-week, 19- 
city tour of Latin America, leav- 
ing behind a fresh controversy 
over the role of the Catholic 
Church in Argentina’s “dirty 
war." 

Raul Alfonisn, Argentina’s 
first civilian president after eight 
years of military rule, made 
farewell to the Pontiff in a low- 
key ceremony at Buenos Aires 
Ezeiza Airport at the end of the 
three-nation tour, his 33rd jour- 
ney outside Italy. 

The Pope, who began the day 
celebrating Palm Sunday mass in 
the capital’s broad Ninth of July 
Avenue, the first time a modern 
Pontiff has opened Easter week 
outside Rome, later fuelled the 
debate over human rights abuses 
during military rule, praising loc- 
al bishops’ roles in saving lives. 

“I know of your stem state- 
ments condemning that violence 
and seeking reconciliation. I know 
of your selfless undertakings that 
saved lives, thus bearing witness 
to demands set forth in the Gos- 
pel,” the Pope told the Argentine 
Bishops’ Conference. 

Human rights groups accused 
many senior Argentine clergy- 
men of supporting the military m 
its "dirty war” against leftist 
guerrillas in which at least 9,000’ 


people disappeared. They said 
few spoke against the arbitrary 
detentions and torture that were 
commonplace at the time. 

Argentine Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Adolfo Perez Esquivel, 
speaking at a news con fere nce 
before the Pope's speech to 
bishops, reiterated accusa t ions 
that most of Argentina's Catholic 
hierarchy had been “accomplices 
of the dictatorship” and that 
some had even ’'justified tor- 
■ ture.” 

Perez Esquivel accused the loc- 
al church hierarchy of preventing 
human rights organisations from 
meeting the Pope during his visit 
to Argentina, the final stage of 
trip that also took in Uruguay and 
Chile. 

hi a meeting with young people 
on Sunday night, the Pope made 
his first reference of the tour to 
the events of the “dirty war,” 
saying: “May there be no more 
kidnapping victims and dis- 
appeared people.” 

A government deadline for fil- 
ing human rights abuse charge s 
against mifitaxy personnel lor 
their rote in the "dirty war,” the 
so-called "panto final’’ (full stop) 
has divided .Argentines and been 
strongly resisted by human rights 
groups. 

The Pope also spoke against 
divorce in Argentina, a con- 


troversial issue in the predomi- 
nantly Catholic country where 
legislation is currently being de- 
bated to legalise it. 

His speeches in Argentina were 
more direct than these in Chile, 
where his mam theme was re- 
conciliation in the country di- 
vided by 13 years of military rule. 

The Chilean visit, winch in- 
cluded meetings with the church 
human rights group and slumd- 
wellers reeling the brant of 
Chile's orthodox economic poli- 
cies, was marred by violent 
. clashes between police and 
youths protesting at the govern- 
ment of President ■ Augusto 
Pinochet. 

Gen. Pinochet met the Pope 
three times and departed from 
protocol to give a speech when 
bidding him farewell at the air- 
port, a gesture that Mr. Affbnsin 
did not repeat. 

Pope returns to Rome 

ROME (R) — Pope John Paul 
returned to Route Monday after a 
two-week tour of Latin America, 
the Pope's Boeing 747 arrived at 
Rome’s Gampino Airport 20 mi- 
nutes ahead of schedule at 1.10 
p.m. (1110 GMT) after a 13-hour 
night from Buenos Aires. 


Pantnn bans disco dancing for students 

HONG KONG (R) — Canton’s education authentic: ha^ 

banned disco dancing for students after an 
academic standards, a local newspaper reports. The canton 
Evening Post said in its Sunday edition, uhn* hwe 

Monday, that the decision was made by the city's Educate* 
Department which said the quality of schoolwork haa been 
falling in recent years. The newspaper said 
ones would be fined if they were found to have admitted indents. 
Hotels and restaurants were ordered to discontinue afternoon 
“tea dances” for students. A dancing craze has swept the sooth 
China dty since Peking introduced it open-door poncy in 1979. 

5 held for bid to smuggle panda hides 

HONG KONG (R ) — Five men were arrested m China fw trying 
to smuggle out panda hides for sale in Hong Kong, an official 
Chinese news agency reported Monday. The China News Service, 
monitored in Hong Kong, said the five were arrested last week at 
Shantou, in the southern province of Guangdong, after they tried 
to smuggle oat on fishing boats the hides of five giant pandas. 
China has banned the hunting of giant pandas, which me a 
protected species. The men told police they had agreed to sell the 
hides for 68,000 Hong Kong dollars ($8,700) each to a business- 
man in the British colony, the China News Service said. 

St. Clare’s birthdate mystery solved 

ASSISI, Italy (R) — Scientists said Monday they had determined 
the year in wtricn Saint Clare was born from an exa mina tion of 
bone relics. The exact birthdate of Clare, a friend of Saint Francis 
and the founder of the religions order of the Poor Clares, had 
been uncertain. But tests on remains preserved in a glass case and 
visited by thousands of pilgrims every year indicate she was born 
in 1195; a scientific report said. The remains were returned to the 
church dedicated to the saint. They had been removed last 
November for the tests and for preservation treatment. Clare, 
who ramc. from a wealthy Italian family, ran away from home as a 
teenager to join a nunnery attached to the community of Saint 
Francis. She died in 1253 and was canonised two years later. 

Works of Salieri eigoy revival 

NEWARK, New Jersey (AP) — The works of composer Antonio 
Salieri, whose feme was eclipsed by the genius of Wolfgang 
Amade us Mozart, are enjoying a revival thanks to a college 
professor and, of course, Mozart. Salieri, whose rivalry with 
Mozart was dramatised in the 1984 film Amadeus, was featured in 
weekend concerts that included the first public performance of 
one of bis major works since his lifetime. Musicologist Jame 
Schatkip Hettrick, who has been studying Salieri's work since the 
1960s, came across the 182-year-old manuscript for the Mass In B 
Flat in Salieri's own band at a Vienna library u 1983. She made a 
copy of the work, which she described as unjustly neglected, and 
transcribed it into modern musical notation. The mass, believed 
to have been last heard pnbtidy in 1822, was performed along 
with a 1773 Salieri organ concerto at Rider College in New Jersey, 
where Ms. Hettrick is an associate professor of music. The 
programme included a work by Beethoven, who studied under 
Salieri, but no Mozart. Salieri “was a composer of tremendous 
importance in his day,” Ms. Hettrick said. 

Illegal bookies net $2.5 billion 


M ohammad Haniff Omar told reporters legitimate betting tur- 
nover on borse-radng was only a fraction of this sum. “It is for 
this reason that we and our Singapore counterparts are going all 
out to eradicate this menace,” he said, adding that Malaysian 


S >fice were seeking extra powers to combat illegal bookmaking. 

arse race meetings are jointly organised by Malaysia and 
■Singapore. Haniff said the police figures came from intelligence 
reports. 

Reagan backs Baby M decision 

MANCHESTER N.H. (R) — President Reagan said in an 
interview that a court decision granting custody of “Baby M” to 
the couple who hired another woman to. bear her was correct. “I 
do think that the judge made the right decision in the Baby M 
case,” Mr.- Reagan said in an interview published by the 
Manchester Sunday News and Union Leader. “And I think it was 
a tragedy that the whole thing happened.” The president, making 
his first public comments on the controversial surrogate mother 
case, said in an interview he gave the newspaper that a New 
Jersey court was correct in granting custody -to William and 
Elizabeth Stem, who hired Mary Beth Whitehead to bear the 
baby. 

Magnetic light bulb wins first prize 

GENEVA (AP) — A Frenchman who invented a better light blub 
won first prize out of some 1,000 entries at the 1987 Geneva 
International Invention Fair, organisers announced. Jean Fritsch, 
42, a banker, invented a magnetic electric light bulb which makes 
it easier and safer to replace bulbs, a press release said. The base 
of the bulb consists of a metallic plate and the socket has two 
magents sunk into plastic, the press release said. “With just one 
hand and no effort, the magnetic bulb can be fitted into the 
electri c supply,” it said. Fritsch has received some 50 offers for 
contracts from manufacturers and financiers since the fair opened 
on April 3, said the release. It listed advantages of the invention 
as lower production costs than the current system, longer bulb life 
and no risk of electrocution. 

Cldthed skeleton fonnd In apartment 

NEW YORK (AP) — A man who asked an elderly couple to rent 
him the basement apartment of their home found it occupied by a 
doffed skeleton, apparently the rermains of the last tenant, 
police said Saturday. Investigators were having difficulty gaming 
information from the aged couple, but they believed the skeleton 
was that of a 65-to 80-year-old man whose first name' was Teddv 
said police spokesman Norris HoUomon. “He was possibly the 
handyman, who said if I dean up your place, can I live here,” said 

HoUomon. “And no une’s seen him since. Another guy ram* 
today for the same tiring and that’s who found the skeleton.” 
HoUomon said investigators did not know when the dead man 
moved into the house in Brooklyn. They believed.he had relatives 
m the dty, but they had no other dues, HoUomon said. The 
skeleton, found on the floor of the basement apartment, was dad 
m brown and white checkered pants, a green sweater and a blue 
jacket, HoUomon said. Investigators did not know how long the 
man had been dead, he said. Police did not release the names of 
die home’s elderly owners. 

U.S. crime count drops in 1986 

WASHINGTON (AP) — He amount of crime in the United 
States edged lower m 1986, continuing a trend that began Svss 
.jearsj^o, accoidmg to a federal survey of households!^ The 
number of rapes, robberies and burglaries rose last waT whSe 
t here wc re.dedmes ur asaiUts, ^personal thefts and household 

-dimes were committed. The decline has been .steady riraST 
rfffc^most cmne-prone group, people in. their late teem S3 
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